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EIGHTH ANNUAL OONFERENOE. , 

The Eighth Anmial Conference, between repre- 
sentatives from the Institutions in Union and the 
Council of the Society, was held at the Society's 
House, on Tuesday, the 28th June, at 10 o'clock 
a.m. Mr. 0. Wentworth Dilke, Chairman of 
Council, presided. . 

At the conclusion of the Secretary's Report to 
the Council, read to the Conference and published 
in the last number of the Journal (see p. 543), 
the Chairman called attention to the following 
fiubjects proposed by the Council for considera- 
tion at the Conference : — 

1. Wbat arraogemeuts can be made f o enable the smaller 
and poorer Institutes to profit by the Ezaminations without 
loss to the Society of Arts ? 

2. Is it expedient to further define and prescribe the consti- 
tution and modes of action of the Local Boards ? 

3. Is it expedient to continue the system of giving Prizes 
in addition to the Certificate ? 

4. Wonld the Institutions, at their own cost, wish to receive, 
according to a rota, for local Exhibition, collections of some of 
the more portable and useful of the articles that are annually 
exhibited by the Society of Arts ? 

5. Can the Museums and Galleries in the Metropolis, which 
are the property of the public, or subsidised from the public 
£dnds, be rendered useful to the Institutions in different parts 
of the country, by systematically lending to them specimens for 
•exhibition, or by granting to them unrequired duplicates ? 

6. Should an effort be made by the Union to procure the 
opening of the National Museums and Oalleries to the public 
of an evening? 

7. Is it expedient to apply to Parliament for an Act to 
«ztend to the Institutes and to the Local Boards the operation 
of the Free Libraries and Museums Acts ? 

6. Is it expedient that the Society of Arts should annually 
visit some one of the large .manufacturing towns where there 
are Institutes in Union with the Society ; and, if so, under 
what circumstances and conditions should such visits be made ? 

9. Do the Institutions agree with the Council in thinking 
it desirable to provide at the House of the Society facilities for 
the admission of members of the Institutions, visitors in 
London, to the different establishments and objects of public 
interest accessible gratuitously by ticket, and for seeing which 
much curiosity is usually felt by strangers ? 

The Chaiemah said, before entering upon the discus- 
sion of the first question, he vpould draw attention to 
some of the remarks of the Examiners in the various 
subjects, as given in the Appendix in the last number of 
the Journal, setting forth the opinions of those gentle- 
men upon the results of the Examinations recently con- 
cluded. Having quoted observations made by the Exa- 
n>iners under the heads of Algebra, Geography, Statics, 
Silecvr:?itv, Practical Mechanics, &c., he proceeded to 
remark that i.:; duty, as chairman, was rather to direct 
the business of the Conference than to take any promi- 
nent part in the discussion of the various important 
subjects that were to be brought before them. The 
object of the Conference was, that the representatives of 
the various Institutions in Union should put the Council 
in possession of their views upon the questions to be sub- 
mitted to them, and those views the Council would take 
into consideration in order to see how far they could be 
carried out. There was one point not actually men- 
tioned in the list, upon which the Council desired to con- 
sult the representatives, and that was the date at which 
the Local Examinations should be held, as affecting the 



interest and convenience of the Institutions generally. 
He would ask whether the 10th of May and three 
following days would be convenient, that period, 
lying between Easter and Whitsuntide, having hitherto 
been selected for the puipose ? The programme, how- 
ever, would be prepared in accordance with the decision 
of the Conference upon that point. He might^ stat^, 
that in only one instance had any objection been made 
to the time selected for the last Examinations, and that 
only referred to the hows. Generally speaking, the 
time fixed had been found convenient, and he would ask 
whether that accorded with the views of the Conference 
generally. 

Several representatives expressed their opinion that it 
was undesirable to alter the period for the Examinations, 
and it was agreed that they should take place on the 
10th of May and three following evenings; the pro- 
gramme to be prepared accordingly. 

The Conference then proceeded to the discussion of 
the first question upon the agenda, as follows : — 

1. What Arkangemekts can be made to Enable 

THE SmaLLEB and PoOBEB INSTITUTIONS TO PbOPIT 

Br THE Examinations without Loss to the Society 

OP Arts? 

Mr. Babsett Blake (Yorkshire Union) would en- 
deavour to confine himself to the merits of the ques- 
tion, and would ask the special indulgence of the Con- 
ference, because he believed the majority represented 
Institutions which were not affected by this question. 
With reference to the Examinations of the present year, 
he thought they were not so satisfactory as they ought 
to have been, so far as Yorkshire was qoncerned. It 
was true they had included Scotland and Ireland, but 
although Yorkshire had carried off one-third of the prizes, 
yet he considered the results were not satisfactory to the 
extent he had looked for. With regard to the smaller 
Institutions, the Council had made the liberal conces- 
sion that they might avail themselves of the Examina- 
tions by a payment of 2s. 6d. for each Candidate, pro- 
vided the privilege be not exercised in favour of any 
Institution having more than fifty members, or an 
annual income of more than £50. He asked them to 
modify that regulation, for within a circuit of eight 
miles around Leeds there were about forty Institutions, 
the majority of which could have no claim to this con- 
cession ; but amongst that number there were fourteen 
who had not an income of £50 a-year, although they 
had considerably more than fifty members. The average 
income was not more than £27 per annum each, and 
they were incapable of paying the annual subscription of 
two guineas to the Society. They numbered on the 
whole 6,000 members educating 2,000 pupils. He asked 
the Council to make a further concession in favour of 
those Institutions, depending upon their income and not 
upon the number of members, for theirnnmerical strength 
was no test of their ability to pay the subscription ; but, 
in order that the concession should not be all on one side, 
he proposed that the fee proposed for each Candidate 
should be doubled. The Committee of the Yorkshire 
Union had made use of every means in their power to 
render the Examinations successful. Previous to the 
first Examination, he had sent circulars to every Institu- 
tions within reach, pointing out the means by which 
they could acquire the advantages held out. Still there 
was a disinclination to avail themselves of them, and 
this he was anxious to remove. He would, therefore, 
submit the following resolution : — 

" That this Conference respectfully suggests to the Council 
of the Society of Arts the propriety of admitting to the Exami- 
nations members of all small Institutions in connection with 
country Unions having an income of less than £70 a-year, upon 
the payment of five shillings lor each Candidate." 

If that concession were made, it would considerably pro. 
mote the extension of the Examinations. 
I "The Ghaibman might consider this resolution as se- 
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cocded, as he had a letter from Mr. Hole, or the Leeds 
Hechanics' Institution, supporting the views of Mr. Blake 
on this question. He was quite sure the Council would 
■be prepared to reconsider the question ; indeed, he might 
say it had been already under consideration. They had 
tried to meet the views of the smaller institutions last 
year by the means to which allusion had just been made ; 
but they had seen that practically the diflSculty had not 
been met, and therefore he repeated the Council were 
quite prepared to reconsider the question. 

Mr. Harry Chester remarked that the question had 
a larger bearing than Mr. Blake, as representing merely 
the Yorkshire Union, had given to it. There were a 
number of Institutions not connected with the Yorkshire 
Union which were interested in this question. The chair- 
man had very truly stated that the Council had given this 
subject a great deal of consideration. They had been 
anxious to make arrangements which, without pauperiz- 
ing the system of Examinations, would make it more easy 
for the smaller Institutions to profit by the advantages 
which were offered. He thought the argument which 
Mr. Blake drew from the small number of candidates pre- 
sented by the Yorkshire Union this year was not a 
very weighty one ; at least it was not so to his mind ; 
for, althougli he gave Mr. Blake, who was a true 
friend of education, full credit for endeavouring to 
give effect to the system, yet, the report of the Com- 
mittee of the Yorkshire Union last year put the 
matter before the members of the Yorkshire Insti- 
tutions in anything but an encouraging manner, 
stating that the system could not be effective un- 
less it was much altered, and moreover, holding 
out hopes that it would be altered. Under those cir- 
cumstances it was hardly surprising that the In- 
stitutions in connexion with the Yorkshire Union had 
not availed themselves of the Examinations so much 
as Mr. Blake desired. In Yorkshire, particularly in 
Leeds, there were Institutions, not in connexion with 
the Yorkshire Union, which had largely availed them- 
selves of the system, and had sent a larger number 
of candidates this year than on any previous occasion. 
He thought the whole subject required to be most caie- 
fuUy considered. It was very desirable, if possible, to 
make the system of Examinations self-supporting, for at 
present it was not so. It was clear to him that the 
limitation which the Council had placed upon Institu- 
tions not having fifty members, and whose income was 
not £60 a year, was too narrow. He should like the 
Council to consider, also, whether it was not possible to 
make another alteration, so as to make the Examina- 
tions more self-supporting ; namely, by charging a higher 
fee for persons in a superior class of society. They had 
applications from such persons of both sexes to be exa- 
mined. The primary object of the Examinations was to 
encourage the instiuction of adults belonging to the 
working and middle classes, but they did not wish to 
prevent oiher persons from availing themselves of the ad- 
vantages if they could do so without injury to the class 
for whom the Examinations were principally intended. 
It was to be remarked that the Examinations were only 
competitive so far as the Prizes were concerned. If a can- 
didate gained a certain number of marks he obtained a 
certificate of the first, second, or third class; and the 
only etfect that would be produced by the admission of 
persons of a higher education would be, to give a greater 
value to the like certificates obtained by the working man. 
But when they came to the Prizes there was competition. 
The highest number of marks obtained the prizes, and 
he thought that those who had had the advantage of 
a superior education ought not to be permitted to 
compete with the working man for the prizes. The 
higlier fe6, however, which he suggested for such cases, 
might help to make the system self-supporting, 
and ultimately enable the Council to admit can- 
didates from the Institutions at a lower fee than 
they could otherwise afford. There was a difiSculty 



about reducing the subscription of two guineas 
per annum from the Institutions, for that was the 
amount paid by every individual member of the 
Society. If they reduced it to one guinea in the case 
of the Institutions, they would naturally be met by an 
application for the reduction of the subscription of 
members to the same amount. But at the same time 
the Council were extremely desirous to meet, as far as 
possible, the views of the tistitutions, and anything the 
representatives might suggest to make the system self- 
supporting, and at the same time to make access to the 
Examinations more easy, the Council would be very 
happy to take into their consideration. 

The Chairman apprehended that there was no objec- 
tion to the resolution proposed by Mr. Blake, which he 
would now put to the meeting. 

The resolution was then carried.' 

2. Is IT Expedient to Further Define and Pee- 
soRiBE the Constitution and Modes of Action op 
THE Local Boards ? 

Mr. Barnett Blake would remark upon this subject' 
that even where the Institutions most abounded, there 
seemed to be a want of knowledge as to the means of 
gaining access to the Local Boards. There were facilities 
enough* probably, in the large towns of the south ; but in 
the north, with the numerous scattered and widely 
spread villages, it was very different. There was, how- 
ever, in such places abundance of the raw material to 
produce candidates for examination, but for want of a 
more extended knowledge of the system, the advantages 
offered were not sufficiently made use of. Moreover, he 
would advise that the Local Boards should have the direct 
sanction of the Society of Arts in their appointment ; and 
then he was sure gentlemen would feel it an honour tO' 
act upon those Boards. He would also suggest that there 
should be a regularly appointed local secretary in each 
district, to whom application for information on the 
various particulars could be made. It would facilitate 
the operations of the Local Boards, and be the means of 
giving the young men in the district an opportunity o£ 
acquiring all the information they required relative to 
the time and other conditions of the examinations. He 
had embodied his views upon the subject in a resolutioa 
which he now begged to submit : — 

" That it is theo pinion of this Conference that in the establish- 
ment of Local Boards of Examiners, the appointments of the 
several members should receive the direct sanction of the 
Council of the Society of Arts, that a permanent secretary 
should be appointed, to whom all applications for information, 
&c., should be made, that only one Local Board should be es- 
tablished in any town, or within five miles of it ; and that public 
notices of the appointment of the Board, the names of the Ex- 
aminers, the name and address of the secretary, the subjects 
and conditions of the Examinations, and other particulars, be 
freely posted in the district comprised in the operations of the 
Board. It is also the opinion of this Conference that one gen- 
tleman, at least, from the Society of Arts, should be present at 
the Examinations of each Local Board, or that a stranger to the 
district should be deputed tor the purpose." 
At present there was a great lack of knowledge of the 
particulars of the system amongst those to whom these 
Examinations applied. .Mr. Chester had stated that a 
hope had been expressed by the committee of the Yck- 
shire Union that some alteration would be n^aJe in the 
plan of Examination ; but, although *hcy had not been 
so numerous in candidates as on previous occasions, yet 
Yorkshire had borne off a large proportion of the prizes. 

Mr. Chester remarked that the whole of Yorkshire 
was not comprised within the Yorkshire Union. 

Mr. Blake belieyed it would be very beneficial if one 
or more gentlemen were deputed by the Society of Arts 
to attend the local Examinations. That opinion was 
strongly expressed at a meeting at Eotherham, and it was 
stated that the Examinations, being left entirely in the 
hands of local men, were not considered satisfactory. In 
the case of Hnddersfield, where it might be supposed they 
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had better opportunities of preparing candidates than in 
many other places ; where they had better teachers, and, 
perhaps, better pupils, they refused to send any candidates 
because they were not satisfied with their Local Board. 
He did not for a moment suppose that those who under- 
took the position of Local Examiners were other than 
men of the highest honour, but many of them were not 
accustomed to the work, and there would be negligence 
in that as In all other things of the kind that were left to 
individual exertion, besides which, it was to be feared 
that in all cases the instructions of the Council were, not 
always carried out to the letter. He believed in many 
instances there would be no difficulty in those who were 
examined helping themselves to all the assistance they 
chose without control from the Local Board. What se- 
curity had the candidates of one Local Board that the 
Examinations of another Local Board — perhaps in the 
same town — had been conducted with perfect fairness? 

The Rev. Canon Gibdlestone (Bristol Athenasum) 
desired to defend the Board to which he belonged from 
the observations which had just been made. For his own 
Board be would say that nothing could have exceeded 
the care and diligence with which every member had 
discharged the^ duties, and, speaking on behalf of that 
body, he did not believe it possible for the whole pro- 
gramme of the Examinations to have been carried out 
more carefully or more faithfully. He could not believe 
that the remarks just made had any application to the 
Local Boards in general. 

Bev. W. Ldsiosan ^Crosby Hall Evening Classes) 
said, being himself a member of the Local Board at 
Crosby Hall, he could state that they made it a strict 
point to see that no improper aid was obtained by' the 
pupils in their Examinations, and lie could bear testi- 
mony -to the highly efficient manner in which the 
■business was conducted. 

The Chairman thought the Examinations on the 
whole must have been reasonably well conducted, other- 
wise they would have had the candidates themselves re- 
monstrating and stating that one was more successful 
than another, becaute he had had mean^ of obtaining 
assistance. He thought, generally speaking, the Exami- 
nations must be regarded as having been satisfactory 
to the parties concerned. On one or two points he did 
not agree with Mr. Blake. He did not think it was at 
all the province of the Society to placard the districts 
with bills expatiating upon the merits of the system 
of examinations. He thought the duty of making the 
Examinations known devolved upon the Boards of Ex- 
aminers in their respective localities. With reference to 
Mr. Blake's suggestion that the appointment of every 
individual memljerof the Local Board should receive the 
sanction of the Council of the Society, there was a great 
amount of difficulty attending such a proposition. Tlie 
Council, being at a distance, really could not know the 
respectiv* merits of gentlemen in every part of the king- 
dom. It would be impossible for them to say whether 
the merits of one gentleman were superior to those of 
ailother as an Examiner; and on that ground he thought 
they had better not interfere with the Local Boards. 
Again, upon the point that a stranger to the district 
should be present at the Examinations, he thought 
nothing could be easier than for the Local Boards to 
manage this for themselves; for instance, Sheffield 
might invite a gentleman from Leeds, and vice versa, 
whereas if this duty were imposed upon the Society it 
would be found practically impossible to carry on the 
examinations. How gteat would be the difficulty of 
getting fifty or sixty gentlemen to be present at the 
different localities as representatives of the Society! 
Even when only one countiy centre at Huddersfield 
was in operation this difficulty arose, but if the Society 
was asked to send a representative into every locality 
where Examinations took place, the system must bresuc 
down. 

Mr. Geujrob GiBB (Halifax Working Men's College) 



would be happy to second the latter part of Mr. Blake'.<i 
resolution, as he believed the prestige of the presence of 
a stranger at the Examinations would be very great. 
With regard to other portions of the resolution, he 
might mention that at Halifax the attempt had beea 
made to unite the two Boards into' one, but it was 
found impossible to do so. With reference to the Exa- 
minations themselves, he believed they were as well 
conducted in Halifax as if they had been held in 
London; nevertheless, he thought it would give a 
prestige to the Examinations if a gentleman was sent 
down to each of the local centres. If the Institutions 
would undertake to defray the expenses, he had no 
doubt gentlemen from London could be found to under- 
take the duty. 

The Chaibman said there would be no difficulty m 
any Board that desired it making an engagement of 
that kind. The year before last Mr. Akroyd offered to 
defray the expenses of some gentlemen to attend the 
Examinations in his locality, but he was afraid the 
Council of . the Society could hardly deal with the 
question. 

Mr. Blake quite agreed with the Chairman that 
the placarding of the district should be done by ths 
Local Board themselves ; but if the Council could or- 
ganise a centre in each locality where the necessary 
information relative to the Examinations could be 
obtained, he thought it would be an advantage. With 
regard to the question of having only one Local Board in 
each locality, he thought it was the division of interests, 
if he might so term it, in the same town, that did the - 
harm. 

The Chaibuak would remind those present that, with 
reference to the Boards at Halifax and Leeds, the Coun- 
cil had done aU they could to promote union. _ They 
felt as much as any one could do the inconvenience of 
having more than one Local Board at those places. He 
would ask whether any representative was prepared to 
second the resolution submitted by Mr. Blake. 

Mr. John Lee (St. Mary's, Islington) would second 
the resolution. He was of opinion that one Board ot 
Examiners for all the Institutions in a locality would: 
be found to work well. 

Mr. Chester said, what had fallen from Mr. Blako- 
was very important. It was certainly desirable that each 
Local Board should represent more than one Institution. 
They had by tfiat means great security against any- 
thing like unfairness. Mr. Blake could not be more 
anxious than he was that there should be only one Local 
Board in each town ; but the settlement of that question 
must depend upon the locality itself. If a large city 
like Leeds could not agree that there should lie but one 
Board, the Society of Arts could hardly hope to interfera • 
with advantage. At the same time, he thought it miglit 
be desirable that the Council sliould ex<'rcise a little more 
influence than they had hitherto done in dealing with 
Local Boards. If the names of a Board were sent up to the 
Society, and the Council saw that it was a small aQd 
weak Board, they might, by correspondence, endeavour to 
get it extended and strengthened ; and some good might 
be done in that way. But it was of the last importanca 
that the Council should not interfere unnecessarily with 
the Local Boards. Unless these bodies felt the responsi- 
bility of their position, the system would fail altogether. 
He was afraid Mr. Blake had been unfortunate in his ex- 
perience, as he (Mr. Chester) believed the working of tho 
Local Boards had been l\ighly honourable to the mem- 
bers. He believed they had taken great pains with their 
work, and he thought it had been well done. He agreed 
with the chairman that, had there been any just grounds 
of complaint as to the conduct of the Examinations in 
general, the Council could hardly have failed to have 
heard of them. With regard to the presence of a stranger 
at the Examinations, he thought the only eii'ect of that 
would be to weaken th«( responsibility of the Boardslhem- 
selvcs. That feeling of lo;al responsibility tho Council 
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wished to cultivate as mucli as possible ; and, if the friends 
of education in each locality could not be trusted to do 
this work, it would never be done at all. If they dis- 
trusted their friends in the countrj', would they not also 
distrust the distinguished "Strangers" whom the Society 
was invited to send down. He believed the Examina- 
tions, as far as they had gone, had been conducted with 
perfect fairness. The Council would, however, give this 
subject careful consideration, and any improvement that 
could be devised in this direction would be most readily 
and cheerfully made. 

Rev. J. S. HowsoN (Liverpool Collegiate Institution) 
said this question of the Local Boards was one of extreme 
importance in many points of view. He sympathised to 
some extent with Mr. Blake in his remarks. Mr. Blake 
had said that much evil had been occasioned from a want 
of proper information with regard to the Examinations. 
He had himsi-lf known instances in which young men 
had not obtained the necessary information for their 
guidance until it was too late to come up for examina- 
tion. Then there was another evil arising from the want 
of fixity of the central board. It was held in one place 
one year, and in another place the next year, which pio- 
duoed considerable uncertainty. In Liverpool they had 
two Local Boards last year ; this yfear they had only one ; 
but there was a tendency to separate in smaller towns 
which did not exist in Liverpool. He hoped the Society 
of Arts would be very despotic with regard to the Local 
Boards, and that they would insist upon each geographical 
distriet defined by them having only one local centre. 
He was persuaded that some such plan as that would 
save the young men a greatdeal of confusion. He thought, 
also, some embarrassment had been occasioned owing to 
the young men not having had warning of what they had 
to do in sufficient time to prepare themselves for exami- 
nation. He should be very glad if the Society would look 
upon this question with reference to the other duties 
which were devolving upon the Local Boards, and which 
would be increased as time went on. There had been 
four schemes of public examination already instituted 
in the country. In the first place there was the Civil 
Service Commission, and they knew that one of the great 
wants of this Commission was some local assistance in 
matters of routine, by means of which the young men 
could be examined without leaving their homes. That 
Want could be supplied by each locality, if they could 
only get hold of the right persons. Then, again, there 
were the Oxford and Cambridge Middle-class Examina- 
tions, which had apparently become a rooted Institution. 
One feature of their system was the establishment of 
fixed Local Boards, the duties of which were matters of 
routine. Then there were the Examinations of the Uni- 
versity (if London, which were conducted similarly to 
those of the Society of Arts, and of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge. Then there came the Examinations of the 
Society of Arts. It appeared to him that the self-same 
body of Examiners might perform all these duties, and 
a great deal of waste of time, and local disputes and quar- 
relling might be saved if this could be effected. They 
wanted a fixed and well-known place of Examination. 
A "Hall of E;xamination8," in various districts would be 
the best placard for diffusing the information of which Mr. 
Blake was so desirous. Then they wanted a guarantee 
lor punctuality, integrity, and impartiality. For his 
own part he was convinced that each locality was capable 
of producing persons qualified for these duties. With 
regard to deputing gentlemen from one town to another 
to attend the Examinations, he did not think, for in- 
stance, that the people at Eotherham would like to have 
a gentleman from Liverpool to watch over their pro- 
ceedings. If the Examinations of the Society of Arts 
were put into connection with those of the Civil Service 
and of Oxford and Cambridge, the cloud would clear 
away, and they could then see their way to the forma- 
tion of valuable permanent Local Boards. He thought 
they might thus establish such an organisation of Local 



Boards as would promote the cause of education in the 
country to a very great extent. 

Mr. Barclay fniLLirs (Brighton) said they, in Sus- 
sex, bad taken the bull by the horns, nnd for the last 
year and a half they had to a great extent established 
the system advocated by the last speaker. It devolved 
upon him (Mr. Phillips) to organise the Sussex Board of 
Examiners. He sent circulars to all the important and 
influential gentlemen throughout the county, and also 
to the Secretaries of Mechanics' Institutes, inviting them 
to a meeting for the purpose of forming a Local Board 
for Sufcsex — for the whole county — which Board was 
elected annually to carry out the Examinations insti- 
tuted by all the towns in the county. They began in 
the first instance with the Examinations of the Society 
of Arts, after which it was proposed to embrace those of 
the University of Cambridge, and they had just under- 
taken those of the University of Oxford ; and hehad 
only that moment received a letter from Mr. Sewell 
stating that they had had less trouble with Brighton than 
with any other district in the county. This Board had 
so worded their constitution, that tliey could act for the 
Civil Service or any other Institution which established 
Examinations of this kind. In his district the work was 
done for the three Universities, and also for the Society 
of Arts ; and their plan was this — every subscriber of 
lOs. a year to the general fund was allowed to be a mem- 
ber of the Local Board. Every Literary Society in tlie 
county in union with the Society of Arts was allowed to 
elect three of its members as its representatives at the 
Local Board. They had elected a working Committee, 
consisting of 21 members, who transacted the business in 
connection with the Institutions of the whole county. 
He believed that had been the means of saving great 
expense, and also nf concentrating public attention upon 
all these Examinations, and every person readily 
knew where to apply for any information that was re- 
quired, and the moment a letter of inquir}* was re- 
ceived, an answer was sent. He was sorry to say, 
as regarded the Society of Arts, that the Local Board 
had only had one or two candidates. Unfortunately 
they had had no candidates from the class which 
they principally wished to benefit — viz., members 
of Mechanics' Institutions. The Sussex Board had 
established a prize fund amongst themselves, in which 
no distinction whatever was made between the several 
classes of candidates. The most distinguished can- 
didates at the Oxford and Cambridge Examinations 
or at the Examinations of the Society of Arts were en- 
titled to certain prizes, and they were making great ef- 
forts to establish foundations and scholarships at the 
Universities themselves. They found with one work- 
ing committee they had no local jealousies, for the 
whole of the Institutions in the district had joined 
in the system with the exception of the Railway 
Institution at Brighton. With regard to the inter- 
ference of the Society in the appointments of the 
Local Boards, all he could say was that, with regard to 
Sussex, the system established was really so perfect that 
no interference was necessary. It was the sense of per- 
sonal responsibility that induced them to take up the 
subject so energetically. In their Examinations there had 
been nothing to give rise to the least breath of suspicion ; 
everything had been conducted in the most fair and ho- 
nourable manner, and those examiners who had signed 
the returns of the candidate who attended the final ex- 
amination were present from first to last. To send down 
a special examiner into every locality, would entail an 
expense upon the Society which it would be unfair and 
unreasonable to expect them to incur. 

Sir Thomas Phillips had no wish to prolong this dis- 
cussion, but thought it would be impossible to throw 
upon the Society the . additional responsibility which 
would attach to it if the resolution now before the Con- 
ference were adopted. They must fairly decide between 
two opposite systems — local action and local organisa- 
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tion, or the irritation wliich would be so likely to ac- 
company undue interference by the Central Society. 
They had before them a proposition that the Society 
should be answerable for the composition of the Local 
Boards of Examiners. They were asked in effect to give 
a certain sanction to the Local Boards by making the 
Sooiiety responsible for the fitness of the persons proposed ; 
whereas, if it attempted to exercise that discrimination, 
it would come into conflict with all local authority. 
The resolution further proposed that it should be an- 
swerable not only for the character of the local 
examiners, but also for the conduct of the local 
Examinations; for it was obvious that if a delegate 
was sent down to check and control and to become 
in fact the sole authority for the conduct of the ex- 
amination, anything like interest or responsibility on 
the part of the local board ceased. This would put an 
end to that feeling which gave an Englishman earnest- 
ness—the sense of responsibility and the knowledge that 
upon him was cast tlie trust of seeing that what had to 
be done was well and rightly done ; and in every point of 
view it seemed to him that iif this proposition they were 
asked to take a wrong course, because it was one which 
tended to destroy local life and vigour. It might 
possibly be that some little imperfections had dis- 
closed themselves in the past action of the Local 
Boards ; but they had not been long in operation ; 
they were testing their own powers; they were 
working their own way; they were acquiring experi- 
ence which would fit them for the perfect discharge of 
their duties, and it was not wise to interpose at this 
stage, before the experiment which hitherto promised 
80 wdl had been fairly tried. He felt that unless they 
could have the work done in the localities, it never 
could be permanently done, and therefore he was 
anxious not to lessen the sense of local responsibility. 
With regard to the question of having two boards in one 
town, there might be local or temporary reasons for this 
in some places, and it was not for the Sooiety to say that 
it would recognise students for examination through one 
board, whilst it rejected those coming from the other 
board. He agreed that by judicious suggestion they 
might bring about some better feeling where local 
jealousies had sprung up ; but even these were not all 
evil, they were proof of the interest taken in the sub- 
ject ; the very existence of rivalry showed there was life, 
which it would ill become the Society to extinguish. 

Eev. Canon Gibdlestone protested against its being 
considered that the local jealousies to which allusion 
had been made were the rule rather than the exception. 
He did not know what peculiarity there was in the geo- 
graphy or tlie geological formation of Yorkshire, but he 
thought, upon a fair examination, it would be found that 
it was in Yorkshire alone that these explosive elements, 
which weVe alleged to exist there, were found to any great 
extent. He was happy to say they did not exist in Bristol. 
There they had amalgamated all shades of opinions in 
one Board. He hoped the Council would not feel 
it to be their duty to interfere more than they did at pre- 
sent in the operations of the Local Boards. It had been 
well said tliat the only way in which these Local 
Boards could be worked with the prospect of carrying on 
successfully the task they had undertaken, was upon the 
principle of their being considered responsible for it. The 
scheme which his reverend friend, the principal of the 
Collegiate Institution of Liverpool, had advocated, was 
an admiiable one if it could only be carried out. If one 
Board in every place could be formed for carrying out the 
various schemes of Examination, there was no doubt they 
would all be saved a large amount of trouble and annoy- 
ance ; but he would suggest that the only way in which 
that scheme could be carried out had been practically set 
before them by the representative from Sussex. It could 
only he done by the localities themselves ; and he felt 
confident that if the Council of' the tociety undertook to 
oi;ganise such a scheme as that, it would prove a signal 



failure. He believed, if the Local Boards were left to 
operate upon tlie principle of personal responsibility, 
in most cases they would work well, and he thought they 
had generally done so. 

Mr. J. Whitwell (Peterborough Mechanics' Insti- 
tution) would propose as an amendment, 

" That the appointment of local boards be arranged as here- 
tofore, with the recommendatioa that each locahty shall appoint 
only one local board." 

Mr. W. Mathews, jun. (Birmingham Institute), se- 
conded the amendment. 

Mr. T. J. Pearsall (London Mechanics' Institution) 
could not agree with what had fallen from several 
speakers as to the difficulty on the part of students in 
obtaining information relative to the Examinations. The 
programme of the Society was forwarded to the accredited 
persons, and that programme could be reprinted at a 
very small cost and circulated in the several districts to 
any extent which the local boards thought desirable. It ' 
was also an easy matter to accompany the programme 
with a statement when the examinations would be held, 
together with such other information as it was desirable 
to communicate. He suggested this as the means of 
overcoming the difficulties to which Mr. Blake had 
alluded. He thought the suggestion of the last speaker 
was a very proper one — viz. , that they should not inter- 
fere with the present mode of appointment of the Local 
Boards, but that the Conference should express its opinion 
as to the desirability of having only one local board in 
each town or locality. 

The Chaibman said the Council had done more than, 
had been suggested. They had sent the programme, 
which included all the information that Mr. Pearsall, 
had mentioned, to every Institution, and any num- 
ber of programmes within reason that might be 
required had been supplied gratis. It therefore only 
remained for the Local Boards to distribute them 
as they thought desirable. Practically there was 
no limit to the programmes which the Society 
had given away. With regard to the proposition that 
there should be only one Local Board in each town, this 
was what the Council had all along desired, and a great 
deal of correspondence had taken place between them 
and the Halifax and Leeds Boards, in the hope of bring* 
ing the Boards in each of these places into union. In 
one letter the Council had stated that if it was thought 
desirable that a deputation from the Council should 
attend to urge the point, Mr. Chester and himself would 
meet them in order to see whether they could not bring 
the Boards into harmonious action. It was thought that 
if any local differences existed, they might be smoothed 
over by parties from a distance who were uninfluenced, 
by any local feeling whatever. . 

Mr. EoBT. C. Radoufpb (Blackburn Literary and 
Scientific Institution) said the successful working of the 
present system of Local Boards could only be ascertained 
by the expression of opinion upon the subject by tho- 
several delegates themselves. He would say that the 
general opinion in Lancashire was that the system 
adopted by the Society could scarcely be improved upon, 
and they regarded it as an almost complete success, so far 
as by correspondence he had been able to gather the 
opinions of the various localities. The Local Board at 
Blackburn was composed of gentlemen who had them- 
selves passed college examinations and had obtained 
degrees in their several professions, and he thought there 
could not be the slightest suspicion of unfairness, neglect, 
or partiality in the conduct of the local examinations. 
He could speak with the fullest confidence in that 
respect with regard to his own locality. It was consi- 
dered an honour to have the conduct of these examina- 
tions, which were attended on some occasions by the 
authorities of the town and the Boards of the collegiate 
establishments of the district, who manifested great 
interest in the matter. They, however, took no part ia 
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the proceedings, but attended merely as spectators. 
His instructions from the Institution which he repre- 
■sented were to support the system which had already 
been adopted by the Society, and he thought nothing 
had been advanced to induce them to alter their present 
plan with regard to the appointment of the Local Boards. 

Mr. F. K. Sasdford remarked that there was one 
great fact from which they might infer that the local 
Examinations had been fairly and satisfactorily conducted, 
which was that there had been no complaints either from 
Examiners or Examinees. The papers had been looked over 
by distinguished men, familiar with the work of Exami- 
tion, and if there had been any indication of copying or of 
undue assistance in working the papers, it could not have 
escaped their critical notice. Having had some experience 
in Examinations on a large scale, he could say that if 
there had been unfairness oi> the part of any two or three 
candidates, there would either have been some complaint 
about it, or the Examinera would have discovered it. 
When he considered the class of men examined, he should 
scarcely expect any unfairness on the part of the candi- 
dates themselves, because they were not forced into an 
examination, like schoolboys or college students. They 
mrere persons who had studied to benefit themselves, and 
who were anxious to show that they had profited by 
.what they had studied; therefore it was not likely that 
tthere had been any unfair dealing on their part. 

Mr. Radcliffe remarked that one member of the 
31ackburn Board was an operative mechanic. 

Mr. F. Talbot (Messrs. Chance's Library and Read- 
ing Boom) said it had occurred to him that great benefit 
would accrue if some gentlemen locally interested in this 
subject would undertake to apprise the various Institu- 
tions and Local Boards in the district of what the 
Society proposed doing. From personal inquiry in his 
own immediate locality, he had ascertained that the 
leading men of the Institutions were not always ao- 
■ fluainted with the Society's system. 

Mr. Bin YON (Clerkenwell Working Men's Institu- 
ttion) said it would be out of place for him, as the repre- 
rsentative of a London Institution, to take any prominent 
:part in the discussion of the question as to the constitu- 
iion of Local Boards, but he thought Mr. Blake, in 
stating the difiiculties there were in making known the 
objects of the Society in the more remote localities, had 
taken a wrong view of the subject. They, of course, 
assumed that the Local Boards were members of some 
Institution in Union with the Society of Arts, and as 
such there could be no difiSculty in making themselves 
acquainted with the whole programme of the proceed- 
ings. It appeared to him that the qualification to be- 
come a candidate for Examination should be a longer 
period of membership in an Institution than three 
months, and if the committees of Institutions would 
make it their business to bring forward their connexion 
with the Society of Arts in all their proceedings, the 
whole body of artisans in the district, who were members 
of the Institution, would be acquainted with the purposes 
of the Society in these Examinations. That was done 
in his own Institution, and he thought with very little 
trouble on the part of the Executive of Institutions, 
ihe members would have no plea for saying that they 
jvere unacquainted with the routine- ot the Society's 
system of Examinations. 

Mr. Blake would only remark that he never supposed 
for a moment that the Society was to be responsible for 
individual appointments upon the Local Boards ; but 
what he argued was that they should not recognise the 
appointment of more than one Local Board in one town. 
He believed such a course would very much tend to heal 
local dift'erences. He had brought forward.no charge 
against any Local Board, and therefore he thought Mr. 
Chesiev was hardly justified in saying that he had been 
unfortunate in his experience. Still he said, without 
some sort of supervision, laxity would often occur ; and it 
might be the case that the letter of the instructions was not 



always Strictly acted up to even at the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge Middle Class Examinations. Care was always 
taken, however, that one or two representatives should be 
present, although it was true the centres were fewer. He 
was quite willing to forego that part of the resolution , but 
he would adhere to the portion which recommended some 
steps on the part of the Society to render the Local Boards 
more permanent than they were at present. 

The Chairman then put the amendment .of Mr. Whit- 
well, which was carried by a large majority. 

3. — Is IT Expedient to Continue the Systeb or 
GIVING Prizes in addition to the Cektipioate ? 

Mr. Barnett Blake thought it was very questionable 
whether it was desirable to continue the prizes to candi- 
dates as at present. He suggested that the prizes should 
be confined to the Institutions from which the candidates 
were sent, and that the rewards given to the candidates 
themselves should be of a local character. If the various 
localities liked to get up prize funds let them do so, but 
he suggested that as far as the Society's prizes were con- 
cerned, they should be confined to the Institutions which 
sent up the largest number of successful candidates or 
obtained the largest number of certificates. Ho thought 
that would stimulate the Institutions, and would do 
away with rivalry on the part of the candidates them- 
selves. It was to be supposed that the certificate of the 
Society of Arts was the great object coveted, and that 
when that was obtained they had earned all the Society 
could give. He would therefore move — 

" That in the opinion of this Conference the award of prizes 
from the Council of the Society of Arts might be limited to 
the Institutions the members of which obtain first-class certifi- 
cates, bat that prizes to the candidates might be awarded firom 
funds subscribed specially for particular localities." 

This motion having been seconded. 

The Chairman read the regulation upon the subject 
of prizes, and explained that the object of giving prizes 
to Local Boards was to encourage them to sift the candi- 
dates who were to undergo the final evtmination, and 
that it should be considered a slur upon them if they 
sent up twenty candidates, and only two or three ob- 
tained certificates. 

Mr. Vallentine (London Mechanics' Institution) 
thought the Society had not established a proper test 
with reference to the prizes given to the Local Boards. 
At present those Boards obtained prizes whose candidates 
carried off the largest number of first-class certificates in 
proportion to thenumber of candidates examined, theduty 
of the Board being, as the chairman had described it, to 
sift the candidates. It seemed to him that a Board 
which sent up twenty candidstes, eighteen of whom car- 
ried off certificates — first, second, and third class, did 
its duty better than another Local Board sending up as 
many candidates, five or six of whom obtained first-class 
certificates, and eight or nine obtained no certificate at all ; 
because this showed that it did not exercise the duty of 
sifting so well as the Board which had a larger number 
of certificated candidates, though they mightbeofalower 
grade. He would suggest that the prizes should bo 
given to the Local Boards on the ground of thesmallness 
of the number of unsuccessful candidates, irrespective of 
the class of certificates granted. 

Mr. Chester very much agreed with the last speaker. 
The object was to encourage not merely a few persons 
of extraordinary talent, but the great body of adults who 
availed themselves of the Institutions for instruction. 
He thought that the alteration suggested by Mr. Val- 
lentine miglit be advantageously adopted. But with 
regard to the question whether they should offer 
any prizes at all to the candidates themselves, the 
Conference must be aware that it was no advantage to 
the Society to offer prizes. What the Council wanted 
to know was whether, in the opinion of the Conference, 
these prizes were calculated to produce the effect aimed 
at ; if it was considered that they were an encourage- 
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ment to candidates to present themselves, and an encour- 
agement also to the Institutions to prepare their candi- 
dates, the Council would do their best to continue them ; 
but if, on the other hand, the Conference thought the 
certificates were a sufficient incentive, the prize system 
would be giv-an up. 

Mr. Vallentine (London Mechanics' Institution) 
thought the prizes to the candidates were a great stimu- 
lus to competition. ' 

The Rev. J. B. Owen (Eoyal Polytechnic Institution 
Classes) thought it would be desirable, if the Society felt 
itself in a position to do so, to continue the present sys- 
tem of prizes both to candidates and Institutions. At 
the same time, it might be worthy of consideration 
whether the rewards to the most successful students 
should not be something of a more permanent character 
than a sum of money, which, when expended, might be 
altogether forgotten. 

Eev. Canon Gibdlestonb was specially charged by 
the Institution he represented to support the present sys- 
tem of awarding prizes. It was believed to be productive 
of great benefits. He should, however, be disposed to 
fall in with the views of the last speaker as to the nature 
of the prize awarded. 

The Chairman said it might be well to state a case 
which had occurred this year. A candidate from Bristol 
had- obtained four first-class prizes, and would, of course, 
receive the money, though the Institution from which 
he was sent would not receive anything, because the 
successful candidate had not attended classes in that 
Institution, and therefore it had no claim upon the prizes 
offered. These, it should be stated, were provided by pri- 
vate subscriptions from members of the Society, as the 
Council did not feel themselves at liberty to saddle the 
Society with the entire cost of promoting this educa- 
tional movement. 

Eev. W. LusiasAK said it was the opinion of his 
Local Board that tlie prize list should be continued. 
They felt that the certificate alone would not operate so 
well as when accompanied by a prize. 

Dr. Ellis (Richmond Parochial Library and Local 
Board) advocated prizes of a more permanent and 
substantial character than money — something that 
could be handed down as a family heir-loom, such ai 
the Society's medal, which, he thought, would be more 
valued than money, which was unfortunately of a parti- 
cularly evanescent character. He thought this was a sub- 
ject worthy of the consideration of the Council. 

Mr. Chester remarked that at present it was at the 
option of the successful candidates to take the prize in 
money or in books. 

Dr. Ellis was not in favour of book prizes, as, thanks 
to the publishers of the present day, books could be ob- 
tained cheaply enough ; but they could not always get 
such a prize as the Society's medal. 

Mr. Sandpoud remarked that when a prize was gained, 
the award of it was inserted in the certificate which ne- 
cessarily accompanied it. 

Mr. Robert Hunt, F.E.S. (Chelsea Athenseum) would 
mention that during the time he acted as secretary 
of the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Institution, they 
awarded medals for every eSort of human thought ; and 
he found that although it was at the option of the party 
to receive either a medal, money, or books, yet the medal 
was almost invariably preferred. 

Mr. Pearsall was in favour of stimulus to the Local 
Boards. He thought that the prizes should be awarded 
in proportion to the smallness of the number of candi- 
dates rejected. Out of ten candidates from the London 
Mechanics' Institution nine had been successful. 

Eev. J. B. Owen was in favour of prizes to Institu- 
tions. • In the case of the Polytechnic dasses, every Can- 
didate they ^ent up was awarded a certificate, and it was 
due to that Institution to state that out of thirty-seven 
certificates awarded in chemistry, eighteen had been 
-taken by pupils of the Royal Polytechnic. They had, 



however, received no assistance in the shape of prizes. He 
thought there should be some recognition by tlie central 
Society of tlie Local Boards, and he believed that to be 
of more importance than the prizes to individual candi- 
dates. 

Mr. W. Mathews, Jun. (Birmingham and Midland 
Institute) said he had handed in a series of resolutions 
passed by the Council of the Institution which he re- 
presented, founded upon their views of this question. 
They were strongly of opinion that it was expedient to 
continue the prizes to successful candidates as well as 
the certificates— for this reason among others— rthat the 
certificates did not indicate who was the best man of his 
year in each subject, and he thought it was important to 
have that fact recognised in some way or other. As to 
whether it was expedient to continue the system of 
giving prizes to Institutions, as far as the body lie repra- 
sented was concerned, they were quite indifferent upon 
the subject. If the Institution which he represented had 
gained a prize, they would have considered it their duty 
to hand it over to the best student. 

The Chairman said he gathered that the general ex- 
pression of the Conference was in favour of retaining the 
prizes. 

Mr. Chester suggested that a resolution to that effect 
should be passed, and that it be left to the Council to 
consider whether, hereafter, the candidates should have 
the option of receiving medals instead of money prizes. 

Dr. Ellis would vote for a resolution recommending 
the abolition of money prizes and establishing the- 
Society's medal as the award to successful students. It 
Was only in cases where the students lost the wages of a^ 
day's work that the money was an object. He did not 
think the local examiners required the stimulus of prizes- 
in order to do the work well. If any reward at all was- 
te be given, he should suggest that it should be in a 
more permanent shape than monej'. 

Mr. Blake had spoken of the prizes being confined to? 
the Institutions, by which the money might be much 
wanted. The other difficulty with regard to the candi- 
dates was provided for by the latter part of the resolu- 
tion. Let those localities which attached importance to- 
the matter raise a prize fund for their candidates. ' The 
certificate was something to look at, and it could be 
hung upon the wall more readily than a medal. 

Mr. BiNYON hoped, whatever might be the decision 
upon the question of continuing prizes to Institutions^ 
the rewards to the candidates would be retained. He 
was sure with the operative classes the prizes were a 
great incentive to exertion. If a working man by a 
course of study carried away a prize and a certificate, it 
could only be done at some expense to himself, as well 
as by exertion and labour. When, therefore, they ob- 
tained a money prize it gave them heart to take another 
step upwards. He thought the prizes to the candidates 
should be continued, unless it was desired that the Ex- 
aminations should be confined to the classes by whom an 
honorary medal would be more valued than a money 
prize. Unless they wished to deprive the operative classes, 
of the benefits of Examination, he earnestly begged that 
the Conference would impress upon the Council the^ 
great desirability of retaining the money prizes to the- 
candidates. 

The Chairman inquired whether Mr. Binyon intendeds 
to move an amendment. 

Mr. BiNYON would be happy to move — 

" That it is expedient to continue the system of giving prizes - 
in addition to the certificates." 

Mr. Lee would second the proposition. He believed 
a money prize would be preferred by the working classes 
to anything else. He was in favour of money prizes, be- 
cause they enabled the students, to obtain means to aidi 
them in their ftirtljer studies. 

The Chairman then put the amendment, which wis- 
carried by a large majority. 
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4. WOOLD THE luSTITirrlOlIg, AT THEIB OWN CoST, 
WISH TO BEOBITE, AOOORDIKO TO X BoTA, FOB LoOAL 

EscmBiTioN, Collections of some of the more 

POBTABLE AND UsEFUL OF THE AbTIOLES THAT ABE 

Annually Exhibited by the Society of Arts ? 

The Chaibman stated that the Committee of the 
Yorkshire Union had expressed their opinion in favour 
of this proposition. 

Mr. Chester said the Conference was aware that the 
Society held annually an Exhibition of inventions pa- 
tented during the past year. The Council thought it 
desirable that the Institutions should consider whether 
they would like to have portions of those Exhibitions 
packed and sent round to their several localities ; but it 
must be borne in mind that they would have to bear the 
■expense of the carriage. Already, a collection of photo- 
graphs had been circulated through various parts of the 
•countr}', and it was the wish of the Council to know 
whether an Exhibition of the practical nature now 
■enggested would be considered an advantage to the In- 
stitutions. 

Mr. Barclay Phillips would at once move that such 
an Exhibition was highly desirable. One Institution 
which he represented had already availed itself of the 
facilities afforded by the Society, by holding Exhibitions 
•in the Pavilion at Brighton. The public had highly 
appreciated those Exhibitions, and they had been at- 
tended by between 2,000 and 3,000 persons in an evening. 
"The contributions furnished by the Society had also 
proved great attractions at the annual soirees, and had 
•been found very beneficial in a pecuniary point of view 
-to the funds of the Institution. 

Mr. H. W. Freeland, M.P. (Chichester Literary 
•Society and Mechanic^ Institute) would second the pro- 
position, which he thought spoke for itself. He was of 
opioion that in connection with the Institution he repre- 
sented, it would be an admirable thing to have an exhi- 
bition of the kind proposed ; but the difficulty hitherto 
had l)een the question of expense. He thought if some 
of those useful models then being exhibited at tlie 
Society's House, illustrative of practical inventions, 
could bo sent round to yarious localities, they would be 
the means of giving a stimulus to local invention and 
local effort, and would be of the utmost value. He 
should be happy to assist as far as he could in carrying 
out this very desirable object in his own locality, and 
he hoped the Council would take the subject seriously 
into their consideration. 

Mr. F. Mewbobn, jun. (Darlington Mechanics' Inati- 
iute) was specially instructed to support any proposition 
-by which the Society could, in the way intimated, confer 
so great an advantage upon the Institutions of the coun- 
try. In 1855 they had held an exhibition in Darlington, 
in order to resuscitate the funds of the Institution, which 
resulted in a clear profit to it of £500. To that exhibi- 
tion the Society of Arts very materially contributed. 
The exhibition at Middlesborough had been assisted in 
the same way ; but he was bound to say that some of 
tlie photograghs sent were not of so high a character as 
could have been desired. Speaking of his own Institu- 
tion, he would say that they would be quite ready to pay 
tlie expense of the carriage of really good articles sent 
for exhibition. 

Mr. Bobert Hunt stated thai he was one of a com- 
mittee for cai'rj'ing. out, in August next, at Camborne, 
in Cornwall, an exhibition of mechanical inventions, 
whicli should be instructive to the mining population of 
the district, and he was sure that not only that Institu- 
tion, but all the others in Cornwall and Devon, would be 
pleased if they had the opportunity of obtaining from 
the Society some specimens, of the various mechanical 
.appliances that were annually exhibited. 

The Chairman remarked that it would be necessary 
io communicate with the exhibitors, and obtain their 
■sanction before their models could be sent round the 



country. Of course, nothing could be done in the mat- 
ter for the present year. 

Mr. Talbot was instructed to give his hearty support 
to this proposition. 

Mr. Bobert Honey (Euntingdou Literary Institution ) 
said, although hitherto the attempt to form classes for 
instruction in his Institution had failed, and they had 
consequently not availed themselves of the Society's 
Examinations, he was nevertheless prepared to say that 
they would be very happy to pay the expenses attendant 
upon such an exhibition as was now proposed. He 
should support the proposition. 

Mr. E. C. Radcliffe thought the plan proposed (vould 
materially assist the country Institutions. Blackburn 
was not behind in mechanical genius ; it possessed a 
great deal of local talent, and various mechanical im- 
provements had originated in that district, but if they 
could have such an exhibition in their Institution for a 
few weeks in the year, it would be a great advantage to 
them. On one occasion Sir Bobert Peel had given the 
handsome donation of £50 towards providing models for 
exhibition at one of their «otries,butan exhibition of the 
kind proposed would be even of more value than the 
liberal donation to which he had alluded. Mr. Fother- 
gill Cooke had given two lectures, in the course of which 
he had introduced several useful inventions, and this had 
given a great stimulus to the mechanical class of the 
Institution. 

The Secretary would remind the delegates that the 
carriage of the articles would amount to something very 
considerable ; therefore the Institutions taking them 
must be prepared to incur a serious expense. 

Mr. T. S. Gowino (Ipswich Mechanics' Institution) 
said there could not be two opinions as to the value of 
such an exhibition in the provinces. It would, however, 
be left to the discretion of each Institution whetlier they 
would avail themselves of the opportunity afforded for 
such exhibitions. 

Mr. W. O. Field (Gosport and Alverstoke Literary 
and Scientific Institution) inquired whether any estimate 
could be given of the expense of the carriage ? 

The Chairman replied that it was impossible to do so, 
as of course it would depend upon what was sent. ■ In 
the event of the Coaferenoe being in favour of this pro- 
position, the Council would ascertain next year the 
feeling of the inventors on the subject. 

A resolution affirmative of the proposition was unani- 
mously adopted. 

5. Can the Museums and Galleries in the Metro- 
polis which are the Property op the Public, or 
Subsidised from the Public Funds, be rendered 

USEFUL TO THE INSTITUTIONS IN DIFFERENT PaRTS 

OP THE Country, by Systematically Lending to 
THEM Specimens fob Exhibition, or by Granting 
to them unrequired Duplicates? 

Mr. J. C. Buckmaster (Eoyal Polytechnic Institution 
Classes) suggested that this proposition was so similar to 
No. 4 that it might be disposed of in like manner. 

The Chairman remarked that it was notorious that 
in most of the public Institutions there were a vast 
number of duplicates, which they would be glad to get 
rid of, and which would form very valuable exhibitions 
to be sent round to the provinces. 

Eev. J. S. Howson referred to the educational value 
of such exhibitions as the South Kensington Museum, 
the Boyal Gardens at Kew, the Museum of Practical 
Geology in Jermyn-street, &c., in which light he thought 
they ought to be chiefly regarded. All such exhibitions 
must be looked upon as great aids to education ; but 
in that point of view he thought they were valu- 
able only in proportion as they were permanent. Cir- 
culating exhibitions were interesting, but there was the 
same difference betweien a circulating museum and a 
fixed museum, that there was between lectures and les- 
sons. He believed permanent museums might easily be 
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formed in many parts of the country from the duplicates 
and -waste specimens that might be obtained from the 
great national collections, and they would serve as ad- 
mirable illustrations of lectures upon the various subjects 
which those specimens embraced. In the larger towns 
espedally, museums of this character might be readily 
formed, and courses of lectures might be organised which 
would render such exhibitions permanently useful. 

Kev. T. B. P. Dennis (Biiry St. Edmunds Athenaium) 
thought this a most important matter. He was engaged 
in the formation of a small museum of geology, and he 
leqmred a number of specimens illustrative of the older 
formations of rocks. For that purpose, he communicated 
with the officers of the Geological Museum in London, 
with a request that they would send him do>vn some spe- 
cimens of those rocks, but he received no reply whatever 
to his application. He was convinced that the British 
Museum had numerous specimens which it would be an 
advantage to get rid of. 

Mr. Robert Hunt remarked tliat waste specimens as 
they were termed, particularly of a geological character, 
would be of no value. They must be selected specimens, 
and properly classified and labelled, to be of any value 
.for educational purposes. He might mention that as 
many as forty collections of British fossils, carefully 
classified and labelled, had been prepared in his depart- 
ment, and circulated amongst the Institutions in the 
country. In preparing these collections two of the offi- 
cers of the Institution in Jermyn-street had been closely 
occupied for six months without being taken off for any 
other duty. The officers in charge of collections connected 
with other public departments were prepared to do this to 
the extent of their means, but with the present staff it 
was in most cases impracticable. The Societj' of Arts 
might do much by urging attention to this subject ; at 
the same time, too much must not be expected, as a very 
Jarge amount of labour was required to carry this out 
effectively. He would suggest one thing which the 
various Institutions might do for themselves, by which 
they would benefit also the National Institutions, that 
■was — instead of seeking collections from abroad, to form 
exhibitions of the specimens of interest to be obtained 
•in their own immediate localities — the geology and 
botany of their own districts. In some few instances 
■where this had been done, very great advantages had 
been derived. Specimens might be exchanged with the 
jiational collections with the greatest advantage, and 
.mutual benefit would thus accnie. 

Mr. Chester said he hoped that the Conference was now- 
prepared to convert this question Into a resolution unani- 
mously affirmed by the Conference. He agreed with all 
that had been said by Mr. Hunt on the subject, and he was 
-quite sure he only did justice to the authorities of our va- 
rious great public establishments, when he stated that it 
was their desire to make those exhibitions as useful to the 
public as possible, but he went with Mr. Huntin the 
opinion that there was great practical difficulty in get- 
ting those exhibitions extended to the provinces. The 
financial difficulty could only be met by pressure upon 
the House of Commons, and he advised tnatpetitionsto 
the legislature should be forwarded from the various 
Institutions, and that their respective representatives 
should be requested to support them in the house. By 
that means the necessary impetus to the subject would 
be given. 

Mr. GowiNO suggested that exchanges of duplicates 
might be made with advantage by the Institutions them- 
selves ; and such announcements might be madethrough 
the medium of the Journal. • 

B«a. W.Iic&ioN AN suggested the emendation of the re- 
«Okition by inserting the word " kingdom," instead of 
■"metropolis." 

It having been suggested that the insertion of the 
words " and elsewhere" after the word " metropolis" 
would better answer the purpose, the proposition in that 
form was passed as a resolution by the Conference. 



6. Should an Effout be Made by the Union to 

PttOCCKU THE OpENINO OP THE NATIONAL MuSEDUS 

AND Galleries to the Public op am Evesins? 
The Chairman stated that application on this subject 
had already been made by the Council to the Trustees of 
the National Gallery, and memorials had been sent m by 
■various Institutions. One difficulty that had been raised 
was the efliict of the products of the combustion of gas 
upon the paintings, ami the late President of the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education had appointed a commis- 
sion of scientific men to inquire into and report upon the 
subject. The question, must, therefore, stand over until 
this Commission had made their report. At the same 
time it would strengthen the hands of the Council of the 
Society, if the various Institutions in union sent in me- 
morials upon the subject. 

Mr. Chester mentioned that Lord Shaftesbury had 
moved for the coiTespondence between the Trustees of the 
National Gallery and the Council of the Society of Arts, and 
other bodies who had communicated with them upon the 
subject, and the Right Hon. W. Cowper had given notice 
of his intention to bring the matter before the House of 
Commons immediately Parliament met. It was, there- 
fore, desirable that the Conference should strengthen the 
efforts that were being made in that direction. 

Dr. Ellis considered that if this point were conceded, 
it would confer a great boon upon the rising generation. 
During the summer months the objection with regard to 
the effects of gas would not hold good. 

Mr. Pearsall said there was but one opinion in the 
London Mechanics' Institution as to the desirability of pro- 
viding elevated and refined recreation for the workmg- 
classes in the evening. It would be a great means of 
stemming the tide of vice in the metropolis. 

Mr. F. Mewbcrn said, although at so great a distance 
from the metropolis, the Institution which he represented 
felt so strengly upon the question, that he was instructed 
to support this proposition. He suggested that the pre- 
sent afforded a good opportunity for a short petition to be 
drawn up, and signed by the representatives present., 

Eev. J. S. HowsoN felt this to be a social question of the 
greatest importance. Great mischief was occasioned, in 
the present day, by places of amusement which had re- 
pectable names, but which were, in themselves, only 
sources of corruption to youth. At Liverpool he believed 
there would be same difficulty in inducing the municipal 
authorities to throw open to the public the exhibitions 
which existed there. At certain periods of the year they 
were open at a small charge, and they were then visited 
by the lower classes in great numbers, the more fashionable 
places of public resort being proportionately thinned. The 
valuable collection of natural history beqaeathed to the 
town by the late Lord Derby, might be mentioned as an 
exhibition of peculiar interest, but the objection had been 
raised that the effects of gas would be prejudicial to the 
specimens. He hoped the effort which was now being 
made in this direction, would not be confined to picture 
galleries alone, but would be extended to embrace all col- 
lections of public and general interest. He awaited the 
report of the scientific commission upon the effects of gas 
upon pictures -with considerable interest. 

The Chairman said that he had no doubt, if the object 
could be effected with regard to picture galleries, other ex- 
hibitions of a similar character would speedily afford the 
same facilities. 

Mr. Chester said that the gas difficulty could easily be 
overcome. The incentive to action upon this subject was 
afforded by the fact that while the Sheepshanks galleiy at 
the South Kensington Museum had been opened to the., 
public in the evening, with excellent results, the. 
Vernon and Turner collections, which were, to be, 
exhibited in adjoining rooms, were to be clewed. The- 
Council had represented that, these collections- being the 
property of the nation, the public were net' fairly treated 
unless the access to them was as unrestricted! as possible.. 
If it were found necessai-)', a ceiling. w£ plate glass might bet 
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introduced beneath the gsts, and thus all risk of damage to 
the pictures would be avoided. Nothing was more cruel 
than that with these elevating and rational recreations 
within their I'each, a large portion of the worliing classes 
should be confined to amusements of a debasing character. 

Mr. Edwin Cockbdun (Whitby Institute) said in his 
neighbourhood they had valuable eoUections of a geological 
character, and also a good museum, and if this movement 
were successful in London, it might be an incentive to the 
authorities in the provinces to follow in the same course. 
At present the exhibitions at Whitby were only accessible 
to the inhabitants upon payment of an admission fee, whilst 
to strangers free access to them was allowed; consequently, 
the poorer classes of the town had never visited those 
places. He had been requested to urge this point, as cal- 
culated to give a stimulus to the authorities of private 
museums in the provinces to follow the example. 

A resolution affirmative of the proposition was then 
unanimously agreed to. 

7. Is IT Expedient to Apply to Parliament fob an 
Act to extend to the Institutions and to Local 
Boards the Operation op the Free Libraries and 
Museums Acts? 

Mr. Chester thought the condition of the Institutions 
generally was not sufficiently advanced to make it desirable 
to apply at present for an Act of Parliament, giving to 
Institutions and Local Boards the advantage of support 
from local rates, as affi)rded to Free Libraries and Mu- 
seums under Mr. Ewart's Act ; but it was a subject which 
the Council and the Institutions would do well to keep in 
view, in order that at some hiture time the Local Boards 
and Institutions might be made more independent than 
they were now. The Council were not prepared with any 
resolution upon the subject. 

Mr. Mathews considered that the power to raise local 
rates for the building of museums and free libraries ought 
to be extended to the building of class-rooms for the Local 
Institutions, and he would say further, that the local rates 
might fairly be applied in aid of the current expenses of 
the management of those Institutions. He considered the 
existing Acts of Parliament oughf to be enlarged to that 
extent. Of course there could be no actual power given 
to the Institutions themselves, but the assistance must 
come through the local authorities. 

Mr. K, C. Eadcliffe rose to elicit information. It 
would appear that, imder the Act referred to, provincial 
towns lud the right of erecting public libraries and 
museums, which were imder the management of the 
local authorities. If that were the case, he appre- 
hended that considerable damage would arise to Insti- 
tutions which had libraries, and they would become 
entirely useless, because, if free librai-ies were established, 
the public would have the gratuitous use of them whilst 
they paid a small fee for the use of the libraries of the In- 
stitutions. At present he could not see what advantages 
the Institutions would derive from the extension of this Act. 

Mr. Whitwell (Peterborough) considered that this 
question ought to include assistance in the erection of 
public schools. There was a jealousy as to public money 
being laid^ out except for strictly public and necessary pur- 
poses. Great assistance had been afforded in the erection 
of schools by the Committee of Coimcil on Education 
giving an equal sum to that which was raised in the 
locality for the building of schoolhouses. He thought, 
however, that where anything could be done by voluntary 
exertion, it was a pity to call in compulsory aid. 

Mr. Blake was of opinion that if Mr. Ewart's act were 
extended to Institutions, it would never succeed. He be- 
lieved that in very few towns where free libraries had been 
established, had they worked well ; whilst he thought 
they were injurious to Institutions. Free museums might 
be less objectionable, but in 99 towns out of a hundred 
where they had established free libraries, he believed they 
had done more harm than good. He proposed that the 
subject should be postponed. 



Mr. QowiNG seconded the motion. 

Mr. J. C. Buckmaster remarked that it was of very little 
consequence which way the Conferencedecided this question. 
The act would be only a permissive one, and he thought 
they could very well dispense with it. 

The motion for the postponement of the question was 
agreed to. 

8. Is it Expedient that the Society op Arts- 
should Annually Visit some one op the large 
Manufacturing Towns where there are Institutes 
IN Union with the Society ; and if so, under what 
Circumstances and Conditions should such Visits 
BE made? 

Rev. Canon Girdlestone was specially authorised by 
the Institution which he had the honour to represent to 
give the most strenuous support in his power to this pro- 
position. He had deeply felt the trutli of some remarks 
that had been made during the present Conference— viz., 
that the operations of the Society of Arts were not so 
generally known as they ought to be in the provinces. 
And he thought this object would be best effected by the 
means now suggested. He was authorised by his brother 
Directors of the Bristol Athenaium to state that, if the 
Council could arrange a plan by which they could pay a 
visit to Bristol, they would receive a most hearty welcome, 
and he could assure them that anything the local authori- 
ties could do to add interest to that visit and make it pro- 
fitable to the Society of Arts and the district would be 
cheerfully done. 

Mr. M. Soulsby (Morpeth Mechanics' Institution) thought 
this proposition was so self-evident that it required no 
argument to recommend it to the notice of the Confer- 
ence. He therefore begged, without further comment, to 
propose the following resolution : — 

" That this Conference anticipates the great benefits likely 
to accrue to the Institutions in Union from periodical visits of 
the Society of Arts to certain central towns ; and, highly ap- 
preciating the considerate reluctance shown by the Society ta 
interfere in the local action and enterprise of the Provincial 
Institutions, while endeavouring to give a larger development 
to their common ohjects and aims, would he loth to impose any 
conditions or re.^trictions on those visits, helieving as the Coa- 
fereace does that they would be conducted with discretion." 

This resolution was seconded by the Eev. Canon Gib- 

DLESTONB. 

Mr. Blake spoke in favour of the resolution, and was 
sure that if the Society came to Yorkshire, the Institutions 
would do all in their power to render the visit agreeable. 

Dr. Ellis said that this was a subject which had been 
in his mind ever since he had gone with the Society of 
Arts to the Paris Exhibition. He had remarked the ad- 
vantages which a connection with the Society gave the 
visitors on that occasion. Moreover, the Society of Arts 
was not half so much known as it ought to be throughout the 
country, and he was sure it only required to be known to 
be supported as it deserved. 'The Society, too, could do 
something very useful to the locality, in return for the 
compliment of the invitation. Any local exhibition or 
festive gathering in the provinces would be additionally 
attractive if honoured by the presence of some of the dis- 
tinguished members of the Society. 

Mr. R. C. Radcliffe apprehended that the object of the 
Society in visiting the local Institutions would be with a 
view of improving the position of those Institutions, as 
well as to further the interests of the Society of Arts. 
The object would be to bring the Institutions more pro- 
minently before the localities. He would suggest that the 
annual meeting of the Institutions would be a suitable 
period for the visits of the Society. 

Mr. Chester said the Conference must bear in mind 
that it would be impossible for the Council to send depu- 
tations to the anniveiSary festivals of upwards of three 
hundred Institutions. The Council had placed this ques- 
tion upon the agenda, because they had already received 
invitations to visit several places. He wished it to be per- 
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fectiy imdenitood that if the Society made a visit into the 
country, it would not have reference merely to educational 
purposes, but also to the Arts, Manufactures, and Com- 
merce connected with the particular district visited. If the 
Conference were of opinion' that this question should be 
further considered by the Council, they would be happy to 
do BO, and if invitations were received, they would decide 
upon the locality to be visited, and they would select that 
town in which their visit might be most useful to the 
objects they had in view. 

Mr. Robert Edwards (London Tailors' Labour Agency 
Literary Institute) said he did not see what the visits of 
the Society could do for those Institutions which were in 
80 languid a condition tliat they wanted some extraneous 
aid to excite popular sympathy. The great bane of the 
Institutions generally liad been that they had been con- 
verted from the useful purposes for which they were in- 
tended, into mere places of amusement. He feared the 
visits of the Society could do little towards resiucitating 
the decayed Institutions, of which there were many. He 
thought they might safely leave this subject to be deter- 
mined by the Council. 

Mr. Pears ALL objected to the word "manufacturing" 
which was used in the proposition put forward by the 
Council, as describing the towns which the Society should 
visit, because he thought this restrictive character un- 
desirable. 

This view was supported by Mi'. Whitwell, Mr. Bab- 
clay Phillips, the Eev. Canon Girdlestone, and other 
gentlemen, it being explained that this word did not occur 
in Mr. Soulsby's resolution. 

Mr. Wm. Hawes thought something was to be said 
in favour of manufacturing towns only being selected for 
the visits of the Society, as its objects were so intimately as- 
sociated with Arts, Manufactures, and Commerce. 

The Chairman remarked that if they restricted the 
visits to manufacturing towns only, the greater part of the 
West of England would be excluded. 

Mr. Chester thought if the question was to be restricted, 
they had better abandon it altogether. Liverpool was a 
commercial town, and not a manufacturing town ; and the 
same might be said of Brighton and other large towns. 
He recommended them to make the question as open as 
possible, and to leave the Council unfettered in the choice 
of the locality to be visited. 

The resolution was tlien carried. 

9. Do the Institutions Agree with the Council in 
thinking it desirable to provide at the House of 
THE Society Facilities for the Admission of Mem- 
bers of the Institutions, VisrroRS in London, to the 
different Establishments and Objects of Public 
Interest Accessible Gratuitously by Tickets, and 
FOR Seeing which much Curiosity is usually felt by 
Strangers ? 

The Chairman explained that tlie Council had already 
had this suiiject under consideration, and were in commu- 
nication with various establishments for the purpose of ai- 
foi-dipg to members of Institutions in Union the facilities 
referred to. The Council liad already received tickets for 
the Museum of the East India Company, for Windsor 
Castle, the United Service Institution, and other estab- 
lishments, and the Master of the Mint had communicated 
his readiness to issue tickets for his department, altjiough 
from the nature of the work cairied on, this privilege could 
■only be occasionally afforded. 

The proposition was unanimously affirmed. 



Mr. W. Mathews, jun., said he wished to draw the 
.attention of the Council to some points in one or two of 
the Examination papers, which appeared to differ from the 
f rogiamme. 

The Chaibham intimated that as this was a subject which 
.could not be dealt with by the Conference, Mr. Mathews had 
Jbettercomfliunicate his views tothe Council in writing, which 
that gentleman promised to do, and the matter dropped. 



The Chairman read the following resolution, of whiahj 
Mr. Buckmaster had given notice of motion ; — 

" That the Evening Classes for systemal^ instruction in Me- 
clianics' Institutions and similar bodies, ought to be at liberty 
to receive grants from the Committee of Council on Education 
on the same terms as the Evening Classes connected with in- 
spected Day Schools." 

Mr. J. C. Buckmaster having cxprci«ed his sense of 
the importance of this subject, and having alluded to the 
absence of gentlemen whose support he had expected to 
receive in the discussion of it, proceeded to' remark tliat 
he hoped this question would be considered^ in a liberal 
and generous spirit. It would be necessary for Kim briefly 
to review the progress of elementary educatkai- in this 
countiy, and its general bearing upon Mechanics' and other 
Institutions, as means for secondary education. In 1846, 
the minutes of the Committee of Council on Education 
came into operation ; tmder those minutes grants were 
made in aid of school buildings and the purchase of edu- 
cational apparatus ; tliere was also an organisation for 
training schoolmaster* and schoolmistresses and for tlie 
apprenticeship of boys as pupil teachers. A system of in- 
spection was also adopted and annual reports were submitted' 
to Parliament of the characteristic features of this scheme 
of education. The introduction of those minutes was car- 
ried by only a small majority in the House of Commons, 
the proposal having met with a most vexatious opposition. 

Mr. Chester begged leave to correct the speaker upon a 
matter of history, ltwasnotinl846,but inl839,whenthe 
Committee of Council on Education was fii-stestablished.that 
the opposition to which. Mr. Buckmaster alluded was made. 

Mr. Bdckhastek went on to remark, that anything like 
a national system of education had always met with con- 
siderable resistance;, although they would all agree that 
from 1846 to the present time none of the evils so freely 
predicted had resulted from the operation of those minutes, 
but that elementary education in this country had made 
great progress under great difficulties, and that the standard 
of the teachers had been considerably raised. It was true 
that the children weiie taken from school frequently at the 
early age of ten years,, when they were scarcely able to read 
or to scrawl their own signature, and were put to work 
and thrown into the company of men of sensual and in- 
temperate habits. The consequence was that in many 
districts they had a population passing away, succeeded by 
one not much moi^e' intellectual or more virtuous tlian 
that which had preceded them. In order to remedy this 
state of things several- methods had been suggested by the 
friends of education. He would only advert to two of 
these as connected wth:the present discussion — the intro- 
duction of the Factory Act and the establishment of 
evening classes. The introduction of the half-time system 
into towns and agiicultural villages would be attended 
with great difficultyi Although this system had been in 
opeiation for a number of years in the manufacturing 
districts, yet he knew of no instance in which the friends 
of education or the employers of labour had voluntarily 
agreed to try it elsewhere. But evening instruction was 
on the increase.. In- the north and north-west parts of 
England it was carried on to a very considerable extent, 
and he was happy- to say, from personal observation, it 
was carried on ii» this great metropolis to a larger 
extent than was/ generally imagined. The instruc- 
tion was in most cases of a purely . elementary 
character, although in some instances the education was of 
a more advanced description, as was shown in the results 
of the last Examinations. If an evening school was 
established in connexion with a day school under inspec- 
tion, upon applicataon to the Privy Council on Education, 
a grant of £10 a year was made in aid of the salary of 
the teacher. It was not necessary that the master of the 
evening school should be the master of the day school, nor 
was it necessary that he should be a certificated master. 
The only condition was, that he should be considered com- 
petent to give the instruction required, and that he should 
not be under 18 nor above 40 years oi age. But when it 
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happened, as was veiy often the case, that the master of the 
day school was also superintendent of the evening school, 
then the duties of the day school devolved partly upon an 
assistant-master on the days when the teacher was to be 
engaged in the evening instruction. Although this sys- 
tem came into operation in 1855, only a few schools had 
availed themselves of this advantage ; and what was more 
extraordinary was, that whilst these evening schools, in 
many instances, had a small and meagi-e attendance, the 
pupils at the evening dasses of Mechanics' Institutions had 
been greatly on the iucrease. He would speak of Maccles- 
field and Sheffield, where the attendances at the classes of 
the Institutes had been more than twenty times larger 
than the attendances at the evening schools in coimexion 
with the Government day schools. One cause of this was, 
the poor accommodation afforded in the children's school- 
rooms. But there was still a greater diffioulty than that 
—and he should not be doing justice to that chtss to which 
he properly belonged, and in connexion with which his 
sympathies jmd opinions were very strong, did he not say 
that the denominational chancter of the education was 
one great reason why the education given in evening 
classes connected witii inspected schools was not more 
generally taken advantage of by the working classes. 
There was also one other difficulty attached to the system, 
and that was, that the day school and the evening school 
were alike managed by the same denominational com- 
mittee, and all the educational grants were made through 
those committees. He saw no good reason why the 
operation of those giants for education should not be ex- 
tended to classes in connexion with Mechanics' Institutes. 
He would be the last man to ask the Conference to co- 
operate with him in asking for that help, if he felt satis- 
fied that the working population were in a condition to do 
what was required efficiently for themselves. It had 
never yet been done in any country that he knew of, 
and the difficulties in connexion with its being done in 
this country were very great; and, however much the 
Institutions had changed in their chaxacter and object, 
they must not forget that they were called into existence 
by the spontaneous feeling of the working classes of a 
great educational want. He was not an advocate for the 
abandonment of those lectures and concerts which the In- 
stitutions must have if they would keep up their funds, 
but they must not delude theniselves with the idea that 
they were doing a great educational work when they had 
lectures upon such subjects as Wit and Humour. What 
they wanted was comfortable class rooms, superintended 
by competent teachers. If they had any faith in educa- 
tion — if they believed it made a man less sensual and less 
vicious — and if they had any belief in the promises made 
to those who exerted themselves in the cause of education, 
he was sure this Conference would support the resolution 
of which he had given notice, and which he now begged 
to propose. 

•The Chaibmas again read the i-esolution, and men- 
tioned that the Yorkshire Union had expressed themselves 
in favom- of it. 

Mr. Blake said in supporting this resolution he did 
not go to the whole extent of Mr. Buckmaster's argument. 
It was to be remarked that these evening schools were 
placed in direct competition with the evening classes of 
Mechanics' institutions, and at the same time they did not 
do the work so well or so efficiently. Upon a considera- 
tion of the whole subject, he thought if the Committee of 
Council on Education extended their aid to the classes of 
Mechanics' Institutions under proper restrictions, by fur- 
nishing competent teachers and 'establishing classes, the 
Institutions in the country would derive considerable 
benefit from such grants. 

Rev. J. S. HowsoN said, that in the report of the East 
Lancashire Union of Institutions he found a passage to the 
effect that the Committee had afibrded aid to evening 
classes connected with that Union. He had no doubt that 
if this had been done in one case, the principle might be 
extended. If Sir James Kay-Shnttleworth had obtained 



that grant in the case of the East Lancashire Union, they 
need not despur of an extension of the privilege. 

Mr. Hakby Chester said although he was not now 
officially connected with the Committee of Council on 
Education, he was sufficiently acquainted with the circum- 
stances to be able to give an explanation. It was quite 
tnie, as stated, that Loid GranviILe and the Eight Hon. 
William Cowper made the grant to the East Lancashire 
Union of Institutions, and had the same ministry remained 
in office, he had no doubt the privilege would have been ex- 
tended. In the case of the East Lancashire Union, the grant 
was made by way of experiment. The idea was that any 
Union thus aided should be so small that the educational 
operations could be effectually directed from one centre ; but 
the succeeding Government decided not to extend this pri- 
vilege. The result was that the law remained as Mr. Buck- 
master had stated, and no school could receive the grant in 
which the Bible was not read daily, and which was not sub- 
ject to inspection. The question which had been brought 
before them was one of the largest character, and which they 
could not pursue satisfactorily at that late hour of the day. 
There was, moreover, the danger that if the Government 
could be persuaded to extend the area of their operations 
in this respect, when they came to the question of re-im- 
posing the Eulditional income-tax, the general giants for 
education might be rejected or seriously reduced. He 
thought there was a great distinction between giants to 
schools in which children were educated and those in 
which the instruction was confined to adults ; and his be- 
lief was, that although the country was prepared to view 
with approval the extension within reasonable limits of 
assistance in the education of children, yet, when it came 
to the question what retrenchment should be made, any 
grants which referred to the education of adults would 
have to be given up. 

Mr. Mathews said his Institution was of opinion that 
giants in aid of the evening classes of Mechanics' Institu- 
tions should be made under similar regulations to those 
connected with the evening schools of inspected day 
schools. They saw no reason why the Government giants 
should be confined to establishments for juvenile education. 
He thought that at present, however, there was very little 
chance of that extension being made, because the grants 
for educational purposes had so much exceeded what had 
been originally anticipated. 

Mr. GowiNQ said, after consideration of this subject by 
the Committee of his Institution, they were in favom' 
of a grant being made in aid of the salaries of teacher* 
in the evening classes of Mechanics' Institutes; but he 
warned them against asking for grants upon the same 
terms as they were given to day schools, because that 
would involve the right of inspection, and he did not think 
this could be submitted to. 

Mr. BiNYOif proposed, as an amendment, that the subject 
be adjourned until the next Conference, or, if it was put to 
the vote, he should feel compelled to hold up his hand 
against the proposition of Mr. Buckmaster. His own ex- 
perience had shown that working men were decidedly 
averse to interference of any kind in such matters, and he 
thought, in many localities, the mere fact of the classes for 
instruction being aided by Government would cause them. 
to cease to exist. He thought such grants would be only 
holding out a premium to Institutions to get into a state 
of insolvency, in order that Government assistance might 
stand in the place of personal exertion. He moved that 
the subject be postponed till the next Conference. 

The Chairman having suggested that the original 
resolution had not been seconded, 

Mr. Lee seconded the resolution of Mr. Buckmaster. 
He was of opinion that many Institutions with which he 
was acquainted, and which had been broken up, would have 
been successful if they had been judiciously assisted in 
their younger days. If they were afiaid of being inspected 
let them not apply for the aid. The Institution which he 
represented considered that the aid of the Government 
ought to be accepted in the matter of teachers, if in nothing 
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dw, a« the majority of the Institutions could not afford 
to pay the salaries of good instructors. 

Mr. Wm. Hawes was of opinion that the best mode of 
meeting this question was by postponing it ; for this reason, 
that the resolution was not sufficiently definite to divide 
apon. The two suljjects — the education of tlie young and 
the education of adiilts had been mixed up together. He 
believed the system of personal effort and exertion was the 
proper one to be kept in view witli regard to adult educa- 
tion; but with reference to juvenile instraction the attend- 
ance at the scliools was to a great extent compulsory on 
the part of the children. He begged to second Mr. 
Binyon's amendment. 

Mr. BucKMASTER Said he intended to divide the Con- 
ference upon this question, believing as he did tlat if it was 
postponed, it would be just in the same position tliis time 
twelvemonths as it was now. The Government had recog- 
nised the principle of giving assistance to adidt instruction 
by the grants which were made to the evening schools 
in connection with inspected day schools. From liis per- 
sonal observation and exiierience he was convinced that the 
working population of the countrj' were not able to pay 
sufficient to secure efficient and good teachers. 

Mr. Babclay Phillips, as representing four Institutions, 
would say that they had not considered whether they 
would like " the small end of the wedge" inserted in the way 
proposed . It involved a great political question , and would 
doubtless give rise to a great deal of polemical discussion. 

After some further conversation, the amendment was put, 
and carried by a large majority. 

Mr. NoLD wMTT ( Walworth Literarj' and Scientific Insti- 
tution) cjilled attention to the last List of Lecturers issued 
by the Society, and took exception to some of the subjects 
upon which lectou-es were announced. 

A brief conversation ensued, in the course of which it 
was stated that the list was intended merely as a Directoiy 
of Lecturers, and that the Society itself passed no opinion 
upon the merits of the lecturers or the subjects upon 
whicli they lectured. 

Mr. Mathews offered a few remarks upon the subject of 
the lating of Institutions. As regarded the Institution which 
he represented, they had a special clause in the Local Act 
for exemption from parochial rating, otherwise the Insti- 
tution would be brought to ruin. It was assessed at £600 
per annum, and the local rates amounted in the aggregate 
to 6b. 8d. in the pound. This would make a sum of £200 
out of an income of about £500 a year, which was barely 
sufficient to carry on the business. The Institutions in the 
country looked to the Society of Arts to protect them from 
this injustice, and they hoped that if a bill was introduced 
into Parliament, the Society would use every exertion to 
obtain the iemo\'al of the objectionable clauses which were 
contained in the last bill. 

Mr. Blake remarked that the two gentlemen whose 
names were on the back of the bill were favourable to the 
exemption of Institutions from rating ; the -only difficulty 
was to define what should be considered an Institution. 
The bill that was withdrawn upon the last dissolution con- 
tained many great inconsistencies. If the bill was again 
brought fonvard he thought they might rely upon the 
Society giving timely notice to tlie Institutions, as well as 
exerting itself to prevent the commission of such an in- 
justice. 

A cordial vote of thanks was then passed to the Chair- 
man, for his able presidency over the business of the Con- 
ference, and the meeting adjourned. 



HOKTICULTURAL SOCIETY OP 
LONDON. 

A special meeting of this Society was held 
yesterday, in the Great Eoom of the Society of 
Arts, the Earl of Dncie, V.P. of the Horticul- 
tural Society, in the chair. The following report 



from the Council of the Horticultural Society was 
read : — 

The Council of the Horticultural Society have thought 
it desirable to call the present Special Meeting of its mem- 
bers, in order to explain the steps taken by them with a 
view to obtaining a locality in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the metroijolis, where some of the objects of the 
Society might be jmrsued on a large scale witli great ad- 
vantage. Tliey now proceed to state their views for the 
future, in the confident hope that the course which they 
think it their duty to recommend for the future adoption 
of the Society, will meet with its hearty approval and con- 
currence. 

It is scarcely necessarj- to recur to the reasons which led 
the Council to the conclusion that it was inexi)edient to 
continue the annual cxliibitions at Cliiswick. Successful 
and attractive as tliose cxliibitions once were, it seemed 
evident to the Council that it would not only be to the 
pecuniary advantage of the Society, but that tlieir means 
of usefulnes.s as a scientific body would be greatly ex- 
tended, if they could obtain sufficient space for the prose- 
cution and development of their objects in the more im- 
mediate neiglibourhood of London. 

In seelcuig for such a situation, the attention of the 
Council was naturally attracted to the finely situated 
estate purcliased by the Comniissionei's for tlie Exliibi- 
tion of 1851, out of the surplus proceeds of that Exhibi- 
tion ; and it appealed to them tliat the giant by the Com- 
missioners of a cei-tain portion of the estate to the Society 
would be strictly compatible with, and might even tend 
largely to promote the means of encouraging Art and 
Science generally, the furtherance of which was known 
to be the object for which the Commissioners were incor- 
porated by Royal Charter. 

The Council of the Society, therefore, some time since 
made an application to the Commissioners of 1851, in 
order to ascertain how they would lie disposed to regard 
a request from the Horticultural Society for permission 
to establish itself upon their estate. 

The Commissioner have met this request in a liberal 
spu'it, and it will be the duty of the Council to lay before 
the present meeting the conditions on which the Com- 
missioners have announced their readiness to comply 
with it. 

It may be as well, however, first to point out the situa- 
tion of the estate, and more particularly of that portion of 
it which the Commissioners are wiUing to place at the 
disposal of the Horticultural Society. 

After letting on building-leases ceitain outlying portions 
of their estate, the Commissioners have reserved about 
fifty acres for the purposes of their incorporation, forming 
a parallelogram between the two new roads : Prince Albert- 
road (one hundred feet wide) to the west, and Exhibition- 
road (eight}' feet wide) to the east ; which two roads con- 
nect the Kensington-roadon the north with the new Crom- 
well-road (eighty feet wide) on the south. Of this paral- 
lelogram, the Commissioners liave reserved a portion of 
about sixteen acres at the south end for the purposes 
of the Great International Exhibition which had been 
projected by the Society of Arts for the year 1861 
• — the intention of holding which has, it is hoped, 
been but temporarily suspended by the war now 
unhappily ragjng; also a portion at the North end, 
with a frontage to Hyde-park well adapted for any 
public buildings which it may hereafter appear desirable 
to erect there ; and further spaces of about one hundred 
and fifty feet in depth along eacli of the parallel rojids 
running north and south, for such buildings, public or 
private, as the Commissioners may hereafter, in the pro- 
secution of their own objects, deteimine to erect. 

ItTs the remainder or centre of this groimd that the 
Commissioners, under ceitain conditions, have offered to 
place at the disposal of the Horticultural Society. This 
space, inclusive of a proposed Winter Garden, and also of 
Italian arcades witli which the Commissioners themselves 
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propose to sun'Oiind it, will contain about twenty acres 
available for the new garden of the Society. 

The conditions on which the Commissioners have made 
their liberal offer will be communicated in the course of 
the meeting. The main provisions are, that the Society 
shall engage to lay out and maintain the garden in a 
fitting style, and that it shall also erect a conserva- 
tory, or Winter Garden — the whole at a cost estimated 
at £50,000, and should the offer be accepted, the 
Commissioners will be prepared to grant the Society a 
lease of the ground for thirty-one yeai-s, and further, as 
before stated, to surround, at their own expense, the space 
allotted for the garden with Italian arcades open to the 
grounds and built at their own expense at an estimated 
cost of £50,000; the conditions as to the payment of 
interest on any sum so expended not exceeding £50,000, 
and as to the amount of rent to be paid by the Society, 
being of the most liberal nature. 

The great advantages of the site ,proix)3ed are obvious 
The garden will be in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Hyde-park and Kensington-gardens, and in the very 
centre of a new and rapidly rising town of first-class houses 
which bid fair to become one of the most popular and 
fashionable districts in London. The shape and situation 
of the gi'ound, which slopes giudnally from the north to 
the south, admits of the formation of successive ten'acea 
on different levels, affording peculiar facilities for effective 
and ornamental treatment, and is wdl adapted besides for 
the effective display of sculpture ; while a fine Winter 
Garden at the upper end, and a cdlonnade extending round 
it will afford a promenside of three-ctuarters of a mile in 
length, sheltered from heat and cold, wind and wet. The 
Colonnade will also offer peculiar facilities for the display 
Of the flowers and fruit at the Annual Shows, free from all 
those risks of weather which have not unfrequently marred 
the Chiswick FStes. 

Bearing all these advantages in mind, the Council have 
no manner of doubt that, with the hearty support and co- 
operation of the Royal Commissioneis which have been so 
liberally promised to them, they .will be enabled, while 
keeping steadily in view the scientific objects of the 
Society at Chiswick, to make .this garden, with the 
periodical Exhibitions which they propose to hold in it, 
one of the most attractive places of popular resort in the 
neighbdurhod of London; .andJihey wiU liave the satisfac- 
tion of knowing that they have provided for the metro- 
polis a place for healthful recreation during the more 
inclement season of the year. 

Plans and designs for the Winter Garden, and for lay- 
ing-out of the ground, as preparedand agreed upon in con- 
junction with the Eoyal Commissioners, are now hung up 
in this room, and a careful estimate of the probable cost 
has convinced the Council tliiat,<as at present prepared, 
these plans may be carried into effect for the sum named. 
But it should be borne in mind, that the more liberal the 
support which the Society shall meet with, and the nobler 
the scale on which the designs for this gai-den are framed 
and executed, the greater ■R'illibe the prospect — not to say 
the certainty — of a successful .and remimerating result. 

Should the General Meeting adopt the views of ,the 
■Coimcil, the question will then arise as to the mode of 
raising so large a sum as £50,000. 

The Council believe that tlnis -may be effected by the 
issue of a certain number of Life Menliberships ; but as the 
success of the undertaking will in some measure dejjend 
upon the vigour with which it is undertaken, and it is of 
importance that the works should »ot be in any way 
delayed in their completion, if once determined on, it will 
■be requisite to obtain the money imrmedi&tely required for 
the progress of the works by the isBue of debentures, 
tearing interest at five per cent., to be redeemed as the 
receipts for Life Memberships become available. Dona- 
tions in aid of the undertaking will at the same time be 
thankfully accepted by the Council, and they will be 
prepared to extend to the donors of sums eaeeeding twenty 



guineas, privileges similar to those possessed by members. 
Had the Council been inclined to make the project a mere- 
commercial speculation, and to place it in the liands of a 
company, there is little doubt that thrice the sum now de- 
manded would have been speedily obtained. But the Council 
felt that such a course would have been derogatory to 
the chai'acter and objects of the Society ; nor would the 
support and co-operation ^of the Eoyal Commissioners of 
1851 have been extended to such a mere money specula- 
tion. They, therefore, prefer resting their hopes of suc' 
cess in the course proposed, and in the desire which will be 
generally felt to promote the accomplishment of a scheme 
so advantageous to the Fellows and the public, and so con- 
ducive to the important objects for which the Society was 
chartered ; and they entertain no doubt that their con- 
fidence in the support of the public will be justified by the 
result. 

The Council propose to keep up the experimental part; 
of Chiswick Gardens, and also so much as may be required 
to furnish decorative plants for the new garden at Kensing- 
ton Gore. 

The Duke of Leinster proposed a resolution- 
instructing the Council to proceed further in 
their negotiation with the Royal Commissioners. 
This was seconded by Mr. Pownall, and passed. 

Mr. 0. Wbntwokth Dilke announced that 
he had been commanded, should the meeting de- 
cide Hpon trying to obtain the Garden at Kensing- 
ton Gore, to deliver in the following letter from 
Sir Charles Phipps, expressive of the intention of 
Her Majesty, H.It.H. the Prince Consort, and 
other members of the Royal Family, to give 
their support to the undertaking : — 

BackiDgham Palace, Jnlj 1, 18S9. 

Mt Lobd, — I have received the commands of Her 
Majesty the Queen, and of His Eoyal Highness the Prince 
Consort, to inform you that in the event of the plan being 
caiTied out for the establishment of the Garden of the 
Horticultural Society of London upon the estate at South 
Kensington belonging to the Eoyal Commissioner of the 
Exhibition of 1851, it is the intention of Her Majesty and 
of His Eoyal Highness to make donations towards the 
execution of this undertaking, of one thousand pounds 
(£1,000) and five hundred pounds (£500) respectively. 

It is also the intention of Her Majesty, should it be in 
accordance with the rules of the Society that parents or 
guardians should purchase life memberships for children or 
persons not yet of age, to place the name of His Eoyal 
HiglmesB the Prince of Wales, and the younger Princes 
and Princesses upon the list of life members. 

I have further the pleasure of informing yom' lordship 
that I am authorized by Her Eoyal Highness the Princess 
Fi-ederio William of Prussia, Rrincess Eoyal of England, 
to announce the intention of Her Eoyal Highness to be- 
come likewise a life member. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
Tour lordship's most obedient, humble servant, 

C. B. PHIPPS. 

The Earl of Dnole. 
ttc, &c., &c 

Drawings and Plans of the proposed Gardea 
were suspended on the walls of the room, as well 
as a series of Photographs of Roman Arcades, 
the erection of buildings of this character form- 
ing one of the features of the undertaking. 

These will remain at the Society's house for 
some days, and will be open to the inspection of 
Members of the Horticultural Society, as well as 
of M'embersof the Society of Arts and theitfrieuds. 
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UNIFORM MUSICAL PITCH. 

The foUoWtag letter has been addressed to the Chair- 
man of the Musical Pitch Committee : — 

Sib, — I regret that it was not possible for me to attend 
the meeting of the Society of Arts on the subject of a 
fixed musical pitch or diapason ; but understanding, from 
the reported proceedings of the meeting (as, indeed, might 
have been reasonably expected), that a Committee has 
been formed to consider the subject more deliberately 
than could be done in a general meeting, I beg leave to 
offer my opinion in the form of a letter. 

The suoject is extremely simple in itself. All are 
agreed that the present pitch is inconveniently high and 
mtut be lowered. All are desirous that, when oncelowered, 
it should be kept from rising again, to whicli there is a 
continual tendency, arising from a distinct natural cause 
inherent iu the nature of harmony, viz., the excess 
(amounting to about eleven vibrations in ten thousand) 
of a perfect fifth oVer seven-twelfths of an octave, which 
has to be constantly contended against in upward modu- 
lations, whenever violins or voices are not kept in check 
by fixed instruments. But perhaps all are not aware that 
the evil of fine ancient vocal compositions having thus 
been rendered impracticable to singers in their original 
normal key is a very great one, inasmuch as transposition 
to a lower nominal key involves the sacrifice of the adap- 
tation of the peculiar character of the key (a character 
intended and felt by the composer), and the substitution 
of a totally different incidence of the temperament on the 
series of notes in the scale, and goes, therefore, to mar 
the intended effect and injure the composition, as much 
M an ill-chosen tone of varnish would damage the effect 
of a fine Titian. 

Since, however, all are agreed that tlie pitch must be 
lowered, the only remaining question is, how much? 
Now, if there were any prospect that this operation which 
has now to be performed, and which our Blench neigh- 
bours consider themselves to have performed, could be 
repeated some twenty years hence, I should be disposed 
to acquiesce, for the mere sake of acquiescence, in the 
conclusion they have come to, viz., to fix A (for the pre- 
sent) at 870 vibrations per second, which is equivalent to 
fixing C at 522, looking forward to & future step in the 
same direction which should bring it to 512 ; there to 
remain henceforward invariable. Sucli a C, being the 
ninth octave of a fundamental note corresponding to one 
vibration per second, has a claim to universal reception 
on the score of intrinsic simplicity, convenience of 
memory, and reference to a natural unit, so strong that I 
am amazed at the French not having been the foremost 
to recognize and adopt it, when it is remembered that 
their boasted unit of length, the metre, is based on the 
subdivisions of a natural unit of space, just as the second 
(a universally used aliquot of the day) is of time ; the 
one on the linear dimensions, the other on the time of 
rotation of the earth. 

But as there is not the least chance that the pretent 
move will be otherwise than final, I confess myself dis- 
posed in this matter to be more French than the French 
themselves; to act once for all; to adopt the C of 512 
vibrations, and so to carry out this as part and parcel of 
a complete natural metrical system, wliich would recom- 
mend itself to all nations on its own merits, while pos- 
sessing the additional and not inferior merit of meeting 
more fully than the half-measure proposed, the wishes of 
the singer, and the requirements of that most perfect and 
charming (because most naturally affecting the feelings) 
<rf aU inctraments, the female voice : which 1 consider, 
in any discussion of the kind, ought to be held paramount 
to any possible claim on the part of wood, brass, wire, or 
catgut. It is clearly the interest of any lover of music 
tiiat the pitch should be such as can be maintained by a 
vocalist, not merely in her highest vigour of youth, but 
lip to an age when the voice, though still perfect, and, 
in fact, improTod and mellowed by time and practice, is 



yet unable, without painful effort, to reach the extreme 
elevation it could accomplish without difficulty at an 
earlier period. 

If a change be made, I do not believe the instmraent- 
makers would find their interests at all more or less affected 
whether the pitch were lowered to, and permanently fixed 
at, 522 or 512. In either case, they would stand disem- 
barrassed at once and for ever of the necessity of consult- 
ing tlie varying convenience or caprice of their customers 
in diflerent places, and it must (assuredly it ought) to be 
to them a matter of perfect indifference what the require- 
ments of the public in that respect may be. As to what 
is alleged of the superior brilliancy and "sonority" of 
instruments pitched a comma or two higher than others, 
I regard it as mere professional jargon, unworthy of the 
slightest consideration. 

I will add only one further remark. The 512 C is in- 
dependent of any standard of length or of the velocity ot 
sound. It has nothing to do (as seems to have been as- 
sumed in one of the letters read to the meeting) with 32 
feet as the length of an organ pipe, supposed (but very er- 
roneously) to yield its fourth lower octave. If we would 
introduce extraneous considerations of this kind, we 
might take as a fundamental unit, on the French metri- 
cal system, a wave-length of one metre, or its binary 
multiples or submultiples. This would give (taking the 
velocity of sound in dry air at the freezing temperature 
at 1090 feet) an E of 664-4 vibrations for the neaiest ap- 
proach to the new French E, corresponding to an A (tuned 
as a fourth above it) ot 886 vibrations, the difference be- 
tween which and the French standard lies in the wrong 
direction, and which coincides exactly with the Bordeaux 
pitch, as stated in the reports of the French commission. 
Again, if we take the velocity of sound at the British 
standard temperature (62") at 1,124 feet or 342-6 metres, 
we shall be led to an F of 685-2 vibrations, corresponding 
to an A of 856, and a C of 514, a very near approach ini- 
deed to our own proposed C. 

Or again, if we combine the Biitish standard yard as 
a wave length, with a velocity of 1109-6 feet per second, 
corresponding to the mean temperature 49-27 Falir. at 
Greenwich, so as to get a purely British fiducial note, 
we are led to an F sharp of 739-7 vibrations, correspond- 
ing to a C of 526, which, though nearly approximating 
to the French C, lies above it, and is on that account ob- 
jectionable. As the origin of a musical system, more- 
over, it would be an anomaly to ta^e as the fundamental 
(or, more properly, fiducial) note of the diatonic scale 
the sharpened fourth of its keynote. And a similar ob- 
jection, mutatis mutandis, lies against both the former 
modes of derivation. Theoretically speaking, also, as the 
mean velocity of sound vaiies in different climates, all 
such modes of humouring or cooking a fundamental note 
into conformity with a predetermined result must be 
condemned.— I am, &c„ J. F. W. HEESCHEli._ 

Colliiigwood, June 14, 18S9. 



^ ♦ 

GUM FROM CEDAE. 
SiK, — A gentleman who lias made acoUection of COO speci- 
mens of marbles, had them polished. They are 2 inches 
by 3 inches, and from a quarter of an inch to half an inch 
thick. He has had a handsome cabinet made for them— 
the drawers the depth of each piece, and nothing more, 80 
that they almost touch the under side of the drawers above, 
which are of cedar. After those marbles had been in the 
drawers for a short time they became covered with gum, 
and stuck to the fingers. They were cleaned, and the same 
took place again' A friend, who is a collector of mine- 
rals, &c., informed me that he had drawers of the same 
wood made eleven years ago, and to this day the same 
effect takes place, although he papered his drawers. Can 
any of your s cientific friends find out a remedy '? — I am , &c. , 
UUhmond HUl, Liverpool. WM. BEOWN. 
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PAKLIAMENTAEY BEPOETS. 



SESSIONAL PRINTED PAPEES. 

Delivered on 20, 21, 23 jipril, 2, 4, 5, 1, 11, 16, 19, 21, 26, 26, 28 May' 

and 2 and t June, 1859. 
Par. 
Numb. 

213. Army, Ordnance, and N.ivy — Return. 
223. Beivoir Agricultural Model Scliool— Return. 

217. Cambridge University — Copy of Statutes. 
227. Keformatories, Schtiola, &c.— Return. 

236. Army (Divine Service) — Return. 
162. East Indii ( King of Delhi)— Return. 

164. Increase and Diminution (Pul)lic Offices)— Alstract of Accounts. 

218. Income 'lax (Dublin!— Return. 
233. Militia VoluiiteeiB— Return. 

237. East India (Sir James Outram)— Copy Of Minute. 
267. Pasteboard Makers— Return. 

68 (3). Trade and Navigation Accounts— (31 March 18591. 

209. Royal Indian Military Colie^ie, Addiscombe — Regulations. 

210. East India (Education) — Copy of Despatch. 
212. East India (Punjab)— Relurn. 

229, Greenwich Hospital — .Account. 



PATENT LAW AMENDMENT ACT. 



1064. 
1438. 
U46. 

1467. 
1468. 
1469. 

1470. 
1471. 
1473. 

1474. 
147S. 
1476. 
1477. 

1479. 



1481. 

1482. 

1483. 
1484. 
1485. 



APPLICITIOS FOR PATENTS AND PKOTECTION ALLOWED. 

IFrom Gazette, July 1st, 1859] 

Dated 28/A April, 1859. 
J. Kidd, Birkenhead, Chester— Imp. in sewing machines. 

Dated 15(4 June. 1859. 
E. Humphrys, Deptford, Kent— Imp. in marine steam engines. 

Dated 1 eih June, 11-59. 
N. C. Szerelmey, 6, Park-terrace, Brixton-road, Surrey— Imp. 
in preparing combinations of materials for preventing rust 
in iron and other metals, and decay in timber. 

Baled ISti June, 1859. 

J. Luis, iB, Welbtcli-fctreet, Cavendish-square — A new system 
of windmill. (A com.) 

J. Cox, Wenlock-road, City -road — Imp in machinery or appa- 
ratus for cutting rags for paper makers. -" 

A. Jeffery, Commercial road, Limehouse — An improved mode 
of giving rotary motion to projectiles fired from rifled fire- 
arms. 

B. Bradshaw, Camden-town~Imp. in rotarysteam engines and 
pumps. 

E. Harper. H. Stokes, and T. Wnlker, Derby— An imp. in the 
manufacture of chenille bonnet wreathsand bonnet feathers. 

G. J. Parker, Church-street, Stoke Newington — A self-acting 
apparatus for giving alarm of fire, which is also useful in 
checking the same. 

W. Clark, 53, Chancery-lane — An improved method of sup- 
plying furnaces with hot air. (A com.) 

P. F. Aerts, London — Improved apparatus for lubricating rail- 
way rolling stotk, and the moving parts of machitery. 

J. Ransley, 19, Princess-terrace, Islington — An improved brake 
for retarding railway and other carriages. 

J. Ransley, 19, Princess-terrace, Islington — An improved om- 
nibus. 

Dated Wlh June, 1859. 

J. Cox, Birmingham, and S. F. and M. Frankham, Walsall, 
Stafiordsbire — Certain imp. in spurs for military and general 
use. 

R. Laming, Hampstead— Imp. in purifying gas, and in obtaia- 
ing and reproducing materials useful for that purpose. 

C. L. J. Dierickx, Paris— Imp. in coining. 

J. Edwards, 77, Aldermanbury, London — Imp. in the manu- 
facture of iron rails. 

A. v. Newton, 66, Chancery-lane — Improved apparatus for 
blowing off water from steam boilers. ( A com. ) 

A. J. Hawkes, Jewin-creacent- An improved triturating ap- 
paratus. 

W. Rowan, Belfast — Imp. in the generation of steam. 



1486. T. G. Clarkaon, S6, Stamford-street, Blaokfrlan— Imp. In the 

manufacture of boots, shoes, and other articles. 
Dated 2Ut June, 1859. > 

1487. A. p. How, 81, Mark-lane — Imp. in pelf-supplying distilling 

apparatus, and in apparatus for cooking combined therewith. 
1489. E. Gwyn, Islington— Imp. in breech-loading fire-arms. (A 

com.) 
1491. W. E. Newton, 66, Chancery-lane— An imp. in tailors' and 

other shears. (Acorn.) 
1493. A. Parkes, Birmingham— Imp. in the manufacture of cylinders 

and tubes of copper, and alloys of copper. 

Dated 22nd June, 1859. 

1497. R. Smith, Longridge, near Preston, Lancashire— Imp. in ap- 
paratus applicable to looms for weaving fancy fabrics. 

1499. A. Barclay, Kilmarnock, Ayr — Imp. in steam hammers and 
pile driving machines. 

1501. C. Clarini, New York, U.S.— Making wrought metal nails by 
machinery. 

1503. F. X. Kukia, 121, Pentonville.road— Imp. in projectiles. 

1505. T. Hoore, Lupus-street, Pimlioo— Imp. in knapiacka and 
mess tins. 



INTEXTIONS WITH COMPLETE SPECIFICATI:H FILED. 

1444. L. BarrouT, 10, Rue Mogador, Paris— A new system of rail- 
road, supported on iron soles, with or without wood being 
used. — 16ih June, 1859. 

1451. M. A. F. Mennons, 39, Rue de I'Echiquier, Paris— An improved 
kiln for brick aud plaster burning. (Acorn.)— 16th June, 
1859. 

1463. E. A. Cutler, Connecticut, TT.S — A new and useful machine 
for making horse shoes. (A com.)— 16th June, 1869. 

1500. G. T. Bousfleld, Loughborough-park, Brixton — Imp. in appa- 
ratus for winding thread of cotton or linen, or other fibrous 
materials, or sewing silk, or similar articles, upon bobbins Or 
spools. (A com.) — 22nd June, 1859. 



WEEKLY LIST OF PATENTS SEALED. 


[From GaxetU, July Ut, 1869.] 


July Itt. 


97. T. Elwell. 


17. J. Harris. 


130. P. A. Vieite. 


19. G. Skinner and J. Wballey. 


150. H. Gallon, J. H. Bean, and 


29. W. Renton,T. Ronton, aud 


S. Lumb. 


W. Binns. 


168. J. H. Johnson. 


33. J. B. Joyce. 


258. C. E. Amos aud J. Frudt. 


34. W. Hood. 


312. S. D. Davison. 


35. A. Bedborougb. 


314. M. Smith. 


36. C. de Forest. 


884. W.E. Newton. 


38. W. Draper. 


962. H.H. -Vivian, M.P. 


47. W. Renton, T. Benton, and 


1056. J. Stuart and W. Stout. 


W. Binns. 


1136. J. H. Johnson. 


51. W. Spenco. 


1144. J. Frearson. 


79. E. Agneni. 




IFrom Gazette 


J«Zy6rt,1869.] 


July ith. 


198. B. Lauth. 


42. W. Corfleld. 


210. R. Mushet. 


48. J. Aspinall. 


251. E. T. Hughes. 


52. I. Holden. 


294. E. H. Bentall. 


54. J. J. Florance. 


372. W. E. Newton. 


60. H. Harden. 


910. W. Clark. 


78. T. H. Toms. 


1040. W. Wame, J. A. Fan- 


148. J. Foster. 


shave, J. A. Jaques, and 


190. G. O'Hara. 


T. Galpin. 



Patents on which the Stamp Dutt of £50 has been paid. 

\_From Gazette, July Ut, 1869.] 

June 2»th. 1 1608. A. V. Newton. 

1682. T. Smith. 1 1623. A. W. Williamson. 

\_From Gazette, July 6«, 1859.] 



July Ut. 
1659. W. H. Hubbard. 
1572. R. L. Howard. 
1594. J. Horsfall. 

July 2nd. 
1591. G. Sampson. 



1(97. E.C.HealeyiSEE.E. Allen. 

1632. P. Prince. 

1636. J. Fowler, Jan., and W. 

Worby. . 
1720. B. Richardson and J. E. 

Billups. 



LIST OP DESIGNS FOR ARTICLES OF UTILITY REGISTERED. 



No. in the 


Date of 


Title. 


Proprietors' Name. 


Address. 


Register. 


Besistration. 








41 SO 


June 14. 


Economic Gas Regulator 


Henry Spence 


33, Great Charles-street, Birmingham. 


4181 


„ 16. 


Cottam's Ventilating Manger Fittings ... 


Cottam and Company 
("The Permanent Advertis-") 


2, Winsley-strect, Oxford-street, W. 


4182 


„ 16. 


Universal Advertising; Medium 


-j ing and General Agency • 
|_ Company, Limited 


78, Gracechurch-street, E.G. 


4183 


,, 17. 


Safety Hunter's Shoe 


James Heavens 


28, South Molton-strcet, London, W. 


4184 


,. 24. 


Improved Cheesemaking Apparatus 


Jiimcs Comes 


104, Fool-square, Sheffield. 


4185 


„ 27. 


'Ihe Engraver's Assistant 


Henry Naylor 


Barbridge Works, near Nantwlch. 


4186 


„ 29. 


Stud Button Shank 


John William Scott 


Victoria House, Worcester. 


4187 


July 1. 


f Draw Spring for Ships' Cables and ) 

V Towing Lines / 

An India Rubber Tobacco Pouch 


Cuthbsrt Harrison Thew ... 


Whitehaven. 


4188 


>. i- 


John William Mott 


Lea Bridge-road, Clapton, N.E. 



